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' TUDE, Yes. 


E was needful for me to write unto you, 
* and exhart you, that you ſhould earneſtly 
contend for the Faith which was once deli- 
vered unto the Saints. 


FRRR©THERE is nothing more reproachful 
SES! tothe human Underſtanding, nothing 
q more miſchievous in its Effects, than a 
blind, intemperate Zeal in Matters of 
Religion. Envying and Strife, Confuſion 
| and every evil Work *, axe its conſtant Attendants, 
But that compound Affection, which ſeems to be a 
| Mixture of Love and Reſtntment, when duly plac'd, 
and govern'd by Reaſon, is of excellent uſt both to 
diſcover and improve the Virtues of the Mind. And 
nothing more becomes us as Men, and Chriſtians, 
| than to be zealouſly affected, according to Knowledge T, 
in thoſe great and neceſſary Things that are Eſſen- 
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4 An Advice to Chriſtians, 


tial to our common Chriſtianity, and on the Kecep- 
tion of which, depends our Intereſt in the Revealed 


„% #8 C4 


It, as the Foundation of all his Happineſs, in Time, 
and to Eternity; eſpecially, when he apprehends 
any Methods are uſed, under-whatever Forms they 
appear, to corfupt and undermine Je. 


IH Is jaſt Regard to the Sacred Truths of the 
Goſpel, our inſpired. Author endeavours to excite 
in the Breaſts of thoſe primitive Chriſtians, to 


whom he addreſſes this ſhort, but pathetick, Epiſtle. 5 


It agrees in the main with 2. Pet. ch. 2. That bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtle had foretold, there ſhould ariſe Falſe 
Teachers among Chriſtians, who ſhould privily, by 
ſlow Steps, and under deceitful Colours, bring in 
| dammable Hereſies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them; and that many ſhould: follow their..ptrnicious 
Ways, by reaſon of whom the Way of Truth ſhould be 
evil ſpoken f. The too early Accompliſhment of 
this Prediction, gave occaſion to St. Jude to write 
this Preſervative to the Chriſtian Fews, (among 
whom the Hereſies of thoſe Times chiefly prevail'd) 
againſt the Principles and Practices of thoſe Seducers, 
who, by.perverting the Liberty of the Goſpel, had 
overthrownithe Faith of many. The Stile in which 
he writes, ſhews how deeply he laid their Danger 
to heart; and how neceſſary it was for them to be 
thus arm'd agaiaſt ſo threatning an Evil. | 


1 


* 2 Pet. 2. 1, 2. 


BE- 


8 


We 3 5 


„ DES S r | , 9 wi 4 8 ; ; 
e 8 — „ L PTC 5 . 3 * . * ENS bt RE oh 8 3 4 : 6 
IT! e * e . . ? AS. W i IR IE De 055 wy N 8 — : _ T 
PM ab? ed O'S r n 2 . > : l N z 8 . - * 2 by. 1 * : 
2 3 22222 ns TG Ev of og TORS . * J. y NI IE | 
5 2 Vue 1 . 1 2 8 1 J J ERS 
EE . 9 82 8 — - . 4 4 YL . 


: 


S *; * 

4 

144 
+ 


BELOVE b, when I gave all Diligence to write 


unto you, of the common Salvation, it was needful for 


me to write unto yo, and exhort you, that you ſhould 


unta the Saints. For there are certain Men crept in 
wnawares, —— Ungodly Men, turning the Grace © 

our God into Laſciviouſneſs., [turning the merciful 
Liberty of the Goſpel into ag 'Encouragement of 


pride, and Wantonneſs, as thoſe who promiſed 


themſelves Impunity, whateyer their Principles or 
Practices were] denying the only Lord God, and | or 


even] our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


WHEN C E it follows: 
5 THAT it is the unqueſtionable Duty' of every 


_- Chriſtian, in his Place, and according to his Capa- 
cities and Opportunities, to contend by all lawful 
+» » and proper Means, for the Defence and Preſer va- 
tion of the Faith once delivered to the Saint: 


A DISCOURSE on ſuch a Subject as this, 
cannot be unſeaſonable at any time, and may ſeem 
neceſſary at a time, when the Foundations of our 
Religion are openly attack'd, a New Faith is im po- 
ſed upon Chriſtians, and when the Revivers of an 
exploded Hereſy impudently boaſt of Numbers and 
Authorities. It is enough to ſtrike a ſerious Chriſ- 
tian with Horror, to conſider the preſent State of 


Revealed Religion among us, and the laſolence 
with which ſome dare to treat the moſt tremendous 
Myſteries, Men know not where to fix as to Points 
of Faith, or rather ſeem unhing'd, and looſen'd 
from any Principles built on mere Scripture-Evi- 
dence. The moſt famous Boundaries of Truth and 


Error are demoliſhed, and all DiſtinQion between 
Hereſy and Sound Dottrine, is laugh'd at as ridicu- 


lous, 


to contend. for the Fahh, G. 5 


earneſtly contend for the Faith which was once delivered 
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6 An Advice h Cbriſtians, 

lous, and banter'd out of the World, under the 
Name of Orthodoxy. This is what I am very un- 
willing to mention; but if all ſhould be ſilent, the 
Matter proclaims itfelf, nor can it any longer - be 
palliated. Fhings are come to a Cyiſu, and the com- 
mon Vaunt is, That it will be the Glory of this In- 
quiſitive Age, to end in Arianiſm. Tho this Boaſt 
be as vain, as it is preſumptuous, (for, the Gates o 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt the Truths of God lj; and, 
eater is he that is in Believers, than he that 15 in the 
ortd &) jet it is the Concern and Duty of every pi- 
ous Man to reſent ſuch 8 the Goſpel, and 
Indignities offered to its Bleſſed Author. Our Life, 


as Chriſtians, in this World, is repreſented under 


the Image of a Warfare, to keep us in mind, that 
we are engaged, by our Baptiſmal Vow, to fight un- 
der the Bavner of Chriſt, (with Weapons appoint- 
ed by Him) againſt all the Enemies of our Saviour. 


And tho I would not raſhly charge ſueh an Impiety 


on particular Perſons, who may not be aware of 
the Nature and Tendency of their Heterodox 
Schemes; yet I doubt not to affirm, that the Opi- 


nions now propagated: among us, by the Diſciples 


of Arius, (tho they repudiate that Name) are not 
an indirect, but an open Hoſtility to the Divinity 
and Croſs of Chriſt. A Complication of Errors, 
that ſtrike immediately at the Vitals of Chriſtianity, 
and involve every thing Erroneous in the'Pelegian 
and Arminian Tenets. A 


WHEN ſuch a dreadful Scene opens to our 
view, when there is a manifeſt Conſpiracy carried on 

ainſt the Fundamentals of our Religion; as it 
ought to affe& us with a juſt Senſe of ſo groſs a De- 
fection, it ſnould animate the Zeal of Chriſtians, and 
provoke them, according to their Capacities and 
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to contend for the Faith, c. 7 
= Opportunities, to ſhew themſclves Advocates for 

h = the Truth, Divers F excellent Treatiſes have of 
ne BY Hate Years been publiſh'd in oppoſition to thoſe 
he growing Errors, and more may be expected, by 
1 d's Aſſiſtance, in due time, from ſeveral Hands. 

My preſem Aim is, (as one who believes himſelf ac- 
countable to his Supreme Lord and Maſter Jeſus 
2 Chriſt) with all Humility and Tenderneſs, to warn 
my Chriſtian Brethren of their & Danger, to guard 
5ftttem againſt ſeducing Spirits, and poiſonous Errors, 
and prompt them to a regular contending for THE, 
FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE 
SAINTS. 


EIT 5 EET pi 5 + 


; IN or der hereunto, 1 ſhall conſider, Firſt, The 
Object of this Conteſt, or what that Faith is we are 
exhorted to contend. for. 


a 
5 


Secondiy, 1 ſhall offer 
Some general Obſer vations relating to the Aanner 
in which Chriſtians are to contend for the Faith. 
Thirdly,. I ſhall more particularly conſider the Duty 
here recommended in its Extent, as it reſpects Mi- 
niſters and private Chriſtians. And, Fourthiy, Pro- 


poſe ſome Iuſtructions and Direttions about It. 


I. AS to the Firf, the Apoſtle determines in a 
few Words what that Faith is we are tocontend for, 
The Faith once delivered to the Saints; as one Uniform 
Doctrine, to remain for ever the Rule of our Faith 
and Practice, and the Meaſure of our Hopes. It 
was not any Novel Opinion, or any Doctrine in- 
vented by Men, but the Revelation of TJeſui Chriſt, 
the DoQrines of Chriſtianity, delivered firſt to the 
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t Since theſe Papers were ſent to the Preſs, there is publiſhed « 
| a} kgs mus Wie Bleed 3 by four of our 
moſt Eminent Miniſters 3 the Reverend Mr, Robinſon, Mr. To 
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8 n Advice to Chriſtians, 
"Apoſtles, and by them committed to others of the 
Faithful, that this laſpired Writer eſteem'd 4 Prize 
worthy of the moſt earneſt Contention. This Re- 
velation is Full and Perfect; a Compleat, Immuta- 
ble Rule, that ſhall never be cancelled, or ſucceeded 
by any other Divine Revelation: The only Rule or- 
dained of God for governing the Faith and Life of 

a Chriſtian, and obtaining Eternal Salvation. It is 

elſewhere called the Faith of the Goſpel &; and an 
Anatbema is threaten'd againſt any who ſhall pervert 

it, or preach any other, or ſhall preſume to add to ir, 
or dimini ſh from it. It was delivered zo the Saints and 
firſt Churches in writing (as the Oracles of God, un- 

der the Old Teſtament, were delivered to the J/- 

raclites) AS an Iuviolable Truſt, not only for their 
own Uſe, but to be preſerv'd, and tranſmitted by 

them to Poſterity, under the Conduct of that un- 
erring Providence which hath handed down Thoſ 
precious Records of Divine Truths unto us. 


- 


THIS brief Account of the Faith we are to con- 
tend for, excludes from our Regards all unwritten 
Traditions, all Precepts and Doctrines of Men, all 
Decrees of Councils, all Eccleſiaſtical Laws, all Ca- 
nons, and Caſtoms, that are not contain'd in, that 
cannot be proved by expreſs Teftimonies of Scripture, 
or by natural Conſequences deduced from Them, It 
is ſo far from being our Duty to contend for the 
Innovations of Men in Matters of Religion, or the 
Additions they have made to the Worſhip or Faith of 
the Goſpel, that it is our Duty expreſly to declare 
oct hind 5410S. 0947 T5 29511000201 
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THE Faith once delivered to the Saints, may be alſo 
 diſtinguiſh'd from the Doctrines of Natural Religion. 
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to contend: for the Faith, Oc. 9 
Theſe are in a great meaſure diſcernible by the 
Light of Reaſon, and deduced by Rational Arguing, 


from Principles univerſally acknowledged. A Man 
= muſt offer the greateſt Violence to the Natural 
powers and Facalties of his own Soul, but he will 
"* confeſs there is GOD, who made and governs the 
Vniverſe; and that he is to be worſhipp'd by all 


"Z Reafonable Creatures as the Author of their Being, 


upon whom they depend for all the Bleſſings they 


enjoy, or are capable of. This is one of the moſt 
& obvious Dictates of Natural Reaſon: This is the 


creed of all Mankind, of Jews and Turks, as well 
gas of Chriſtians; Þ That God is, and that be 1s 4 
2 Rewarder, r. That He is the Iaſpector and Judge 


of Mens Actions, to reward the Good, and puniſh 
the Evil. And tho Men may diſagree in ſome par- 
2 ticular Deductions from the general Principles of 
X Morality, relating to the Rules of Self. government, 
dor the Reſpects we owe to one another, in the ſe- 
veral Relations and Circumſtances of Human Life; 
yet there are ſome firſt Maxims, ſome common No- 
tions of Moral Good and Evil, in which Mankind 
generally unite. There is a Natural Law engra- 


ven on the Hearts of Men, whence proceed thoſe 
22 onavoidable Reflections they make on their Actions, 
1 as they are good or bad. This the Sroicks, who 
were the beſt of the Gentile Moraliſts, called the 
common Law, [9 v O- d noivG-,] the common Na- 


3 


; 4 ture, [1 Nou uns ,] and the Sparks and Seeds of Vire 
tue ¶ Virtutum Igniculi & Semina] which they held 
= were in all Men by Nature. | 


* WHETHER theſe Apprehenſions of God 
and of Mora! Duty, are ſtrictly innate and congenite 
with our Souls, or flow from a free Operation of 
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* Rom. 1. 195 20. + Heb. 11. 6. | Rom. 2. 14, 18. 


= God 


10 An Advice to Chriſtians, J 
God upon the Minds of all Men duly qualified to 
receive ſuch Impreſſions of Light and Knowledge, 


are diſputable Queſtions: I cannot perſuade my- L | 


ſelf that they wholly depend upon outward Intelli. 
gence ; and I think they may be juſtly ſtiled Natural, 
as they are common to Mankind in all Ages, and 
ſo anavoidable to every Individual exerciſing his 


Reaſon, that they cannot be razed out, without an- 


extraordinary Violence offered to the Rational Soul. 


And ſeeing Man's natural Similitude unto God, of, 


which the Heathens were not ignorant when they 
call'd themſelves, * bis Offspring, muſt refer to the 
Intellectual Powers and Gif. 5 
juſtly ſay, that this Knowledge of God, what He 


is in Himſelf, and what Relative to us, is an eſſen-- 


tial part of his Image in Man. For it ſeems abſurd - 
to ſay, that the Mind of Man bears a Reſemblance 1 


of God, as to its Intellectual Nature and Properties, 
and yet has no Notion of God naturally impreſs' d 
upon it. They do therefore a great Diſſervice to 
the Cauſe even of Natural Religion, who deny thoſe 


connatural Principles. If Men cannot come to the 


Knowledge of the Supreme Being, by the uſe of - 
their own Reaſon, without any Adventitious Helps; 
if all the Knowledge we have of God, depends on- 
Revelation only, (which ſeems to have been + Soci- þ* 


uss Opinion) it muſt follow, that there is no- 


Obligation of Natural Religion, on thoſe who ne- >| 
ver had ſuch a Revelation. Which is not only con- 
trary to the common Senſe of Mankind, but to the 


Diſcoveries made in the ſacred Writings themſelves; 4 
nor can any thing be well imagin'd more deſtructive 
to all Religion. | 5 


, * Act. 17. 28, + Prælect. ca p. 2. 
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to contend for the Faith, c. 11 


BUT the Faith once delivered to the Saints, tho 
it ſuppoſes the Acknowledgment of a G OD, the 


Maker and Governor of the World, to whom we 
are accountable, yet ought not to be confounded 
with it. He that believes the Exiſtence of one God, 
and aſſents to the Goodneſs and Equity of all the 
Precepts in the Decalogue, may be an Infidel with re- 


to us by a pure Vein of Supernatural Revela- 
tion. £4 


THE Doctrine concerning the Perſon and Death 
of Chriſt, and our Redemption by him from Sin 
and Wrath, which are the main Objects of our 
Religion, are things that have no dependance upon, 


nd neceſſary Connection with our Exiſtence: Nor 


can the Light of Nature give us any Intimations a- 
bout them. Whereas the Duties of. Natural Reli- 
gion, depending upon the Nature and Reſpects of 
things, are found out by human Means, Tho the 


Scriptures therefore contain the Natural Law in all 
its parts, and determine thoſe Qualifications and 


Ends which will render our Conformity to it ac- 
ceptable unto God, and profitable unto our ſelves ; 
yet being in a great meaſure ſuited to our own na- 
tural Notions, it does not properly come under 
the Character of that Faith which was once delivered 
to the Saints, The Apoſtle muſt be underſtood as 
meaning chiefly by this Faith, thoſe Doctrines that 
are purely Supernatural in their Diſcovery. Of this 


ſort are the moſt ſubſtantial Doctrines of the Goſ- 


pel, eſpecially that great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God 
was manifeſted in the Fleſn, &c. which is the Foun- 
dation of every thing elſe that is Fundamental in 
Chriſtianity, as diſtinguiſ'd from other Religions. 
The Belief and Reception of theſe Doctrines is 
what denominates us Cbriltians, Theſe we are to 


B 2 regard, 
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12 A4 Advice to Chriſtians, 

regard, not only as having a Tendency to promote 
Religion, but as the very Standard of that Religion 
by which we muſt be ſaved, and without which, 
there neither is, nor can be any ſuch thing as true 
Religion among Men. The Revealed Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, and the Faith once delivered to the Saints, 
are Terms reciprocal, This is the Faith we are 
moſt concerned to acquaint ourſelves. with, and to 
contend for, in oppoſition to. every thing that 
would ſeduce us from it. Without this, the high. 
eſt Attainments ia Moral Virtue, that we lapſed 
Creatures can boaſt of, are not ſufficient to lead us 
to Happineſs, nor can give * Reſt to our Souls, Grace 
and Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt T. We are not 
_ otherwiſe /av'd by Grace, than by the Belief and 
Impreſſion of thoſe Truths he hath revealed. And 
the moſt deſperate Violation of the Law of Na- 
t e, is not more criminal in itſelf, or more inju- 
rions to God, than the obſtinate Infidelity of thoſe 
Wo refilt the Evidences which recommend thoſe 
ſicred Verities to our Acceptance. He that believeth 
not God, hath made him a Lyar, becauſe he believeth 
not the Record that God hath given of his Son . 80 
that it iafinitely concerns us, to be ſtedfaſt and un- 
mov'd in that Faith, which is founded on this Di- 
vine Teſtimony; and with a manly Zeal to withſtand 
every thing that is contrary to it, or has a Ten- 
dency to make us iadifferent towards it. 


BUT tho all the Doctrines of the Goſpel are 


_ = 
to be deem'd Sacred, and every Truth reveal'd | 5 
from Heaven commands our religious Obſervance, Fx 
and muſt not be parted with on any Terms; yet T 
our Zeal ſhould riſe in proportion to the Weight gi 


+ Supernatural Grace and Truth, Joh. 1. 17. Eph. 2, 8. 
| x Joh. 5. 10. Rae 181 5% 


and 
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and Imporrance of the Truths ſo revealed. There 
is nothing ſuperfluous, nothing: unneceſſary in the 
inſpired Volumes; but ſome Dodariges are Fund e- 
mental and Eſſential to the Chriſtian, Faith. Not 
only the obſtinate Denial of them, or Apoſtacy from 
them, is extremely hazardous; but a total Igno- 
rance of them is a State of Darkneſs, of Horror, 
and of Miſery, in which Men bave no Hope, and are 
without God and without Chriſt in the World, © 


WHAT thoſe Fundamentals. are, muſt be ga- 
| thered, not only from particular Texts, declari 
them to be Neceſſary, but from the whole Tenor 
| Scripture, from the Expliciteneſs of the Revelation 
= concefnibg them, from the Nature and Quality of 
the Doctrines themſelves, and that Influence they 
have upon the whole of the Chriſtian Life. It is 
not neceſſary our Faith ſhould be made up of every 
Propoſition that may be contain'd in the Bible, (tho 
it be neceſſary to believe whatever we know to be 
* 2 Truth revealed of God; otherwiſe we diſown 
bim who is the Fountain of Intellectual Light) but 
thoſe Doctrines which aſcertain the Object of our 
Mor ſbip, and our Dependance; thoſe which declare 
the Grounds and Reaſons of our Hope of Pardon and 
Salvation, which are made the great Endearments 
to our Duty, and on which God himſelf hath foun- 
ded that Holineſs without which no Man ſhall ſee the 


are gion, without which it cannot ſubſiſt. 


yet Thoſewho have not gone too far in putting all Reli- 
icht gions upon a Level, that agree in the ſame Maxims of 
— Aral Virtue, and the Uaity of God, (which laſt, 


2 . * "—_ * 


— „ N N ©; 1 


* 2 Ep. Joh. v. 9. with Eph. 2. 12. 55 
nnn tho 


Lord; muſt be look d upon as Eſſential to our Reli- 


nce, AND here, I think, I may venture to affirm, 


dur Sins. 


"x . 8 — 

14 An Advice to Chriſtians, 

tho contended for on every fide, as the Foundation 
of all true Religion, is really overturned by the 
captivating Errors of eur Day, which make Three 
Gods, as truly and properly, as they allow Divinity 
to the Word and Spirit) will confeſs the Doftrines 
concerning the Perſon and Sufferings of Chriſt to be 
main Articles of Faith, and of abſolute neceſſity to 
be believed by Chriſtians, who expect to be ſaved 
in no other Way, or by no Other, than the Name of 


| Feſus; and agree, that thoſe DoArines cannot be 


received, as they are revealed in Scripture, or with 
that Faith which is neceſſary to Salvation, unleſs we 


acknowledge Him to be GOD, without a Metaphor, 
in the ſtrict and common Senſe of that Word; and 


regard Salvation by Him, as having by his Death 
and Sufferings made a full and perfect Atonement for 


— 


I O expreſs this in fuller Terms. The Acknow- 
ledgment of a Deity is no more neceſſary to Religion, 
than it is to believe there is but one God. The 
Scripture-Revelation, by aſcribing the Characters, 
Powers, and Glories of the Eternal Godhead, to the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, aſſures us, 


that theſe Three are this one GO D. Concerning 


our Lord Jeſus.Chriſt, who is ſometimes called the 
Son of God, ſometimes the Son of Man, and more 
abſtractedly the Word, or Logos *, it declares, That 
being in the Form of God, (naturally, and neceſſarily 
poſſeſſed of the ſame Infinite and Adorable Perfec- 
tions with the Father) he rook upon him the Form of 


Man. 


EM CL Pk as n : ” "WM 2 1 g — 
* 


* I ſay, more abſtractedly, the Word, or Logos. Tis well known 


that one of the main Arguments by which the Arians think they diſprove 


the Supreme Deity of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, is drawn from that na- 
tural Priority and Dependance which we ſee in temporary Generations. 
The perpetual Clamour is, That there muſt be a neceſſary Subordina- 
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to contend for the Faith, c. 15 
Man. That He, who in the beginning laid the Foun- 


dati ons of the Earth, and the Work of whoſe Hands the 
Heavens are, diſdain'd not the Womb of the Virgin, 


but took our Nature upon him, and therein became 


our Prieſt, and Sacrifice. That He became obedient 
unto the Death, even the Death of the Croſs; not mere- 
ly to confirm the Truths he had taught, which he 
had done effectually by his wonderful Works, or to 
convince the World that he believed his own Doc- 
trine; not merely to ſet us an Example of the moſt 
amiable. enduring Graces, and give Proof of a Re- 
ſurreQion, but chiefly to expiate our Sins, and make 
a proper Sati faction to Divine Juſtice, by undergo- 
ing, as our Sponſor Or Surety, the Curſe of the Law 
upon its Tranſgreſſors. < 

THESE 


1 th. na —_ A 


tion between Father and Son. This argues the Groſſneſs of their Con- 


ceptions, when they pretend to meaſure GOD by what is really an 


Imperfection in his Creature. And if their Notions on this Head 
were but nicely ſcann'd, or if they would but tell us what they mean 
by the Generation of the Son, when they apply it to his Divine Na- 
ture, I am of opinion, if they intend any thing elſe by it but a proper 
Creation, their Doctrine would exactly agree with the antient Hereſy 
of the Valentinians; ſome of which Sect conceiv'd of ſuch 4 meoCoan, 
or Emiſſion, as I am unwilling to expreſs in plainer Terms. But 
their Triumphs here are vain and preſumptuous, unleſs they could 
prove, Firſt, That an eternal neceſſary Generation involves a mani- 
feſt Contradiction; which they are never able to do. Dr. Clark 
acknowledges, in a Letter to one of his Side, That the Son's being 
eternally begotten by abſolute Neceſſity of Nature, would infer his 
Self-exiſtence and Independency. In oppoſition to which, ( for 
he will by no means ailow that our Bleſſed Saviour is in any reſpe# 
Self-exiſtent or Independent) he aſſerts that he was begotten not by 
abſolute Neceſſity of Nature, but by the Will and Power of the Fa- 
ther. And tho, in his Paper laid before the Biſhops, July 2. 1714. 
(which his Learned Friend ſays look'd very like a Retrattation, but 
was not really ſuch) he uſes the Words eternally begotten; et 
when taxed by the ſame Gentleman with Inconſiſtency, and giving up 
the whole Cauſe, if he meant them in an unlimited Senſe, he explains 
away that Eternity into a mg) mdy|may dtwywy, and will not be 
thought- to intend the abſolute Eternity of a Self-exiſtent, Neceſſary 


Being, 


_ Nicity. and Sincerity ! But be this as it will, to ſay that the Son was 


in any other than a Figurative Senſe. And therefore thoſe who aſſert 
te eternal Generation of the Son, as God, in the bigbeſt and moſt 


abſolute Neceſſity of Nature, and proves the Son to be of the ſame 


ed from this 


Places which call him the Son of God, or the only-begotton Son, are 


| diator, then all their $0 


18 
of * 


16 An Advice to Chriſtians, 

THESE Points, the Divinity and Sarisfaftion of 
Chriſt, viz, His being one God with the Father, and 
his having made, by rhe Sacrifice of himſelf, a true 
and proper Atonement and Propitiation for all our 
Sins, are the very Baſi, and Foundation of the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints. It is therefore of the 
laſt Importance to Chriſtians, to be firmly eſtabliſh- 
ed in the Belief of thofe Truths. I might mention 
other Principles in revealed Religion, which have 
a neceſſary Connexion with the former, and which 
are eſteem'd Fundamental, by the unanimons Suf- 


* 


Being, or @ Being without Original. So that by eternally begotten, 
he meant no ſuch thing as eternally begotten. Such Advantage | 
bave they, who can reconcile the declaring their Faith in Words af 
4 double Ente ndre, that is, in deceitful Words, with the utmoſt Sim. 


begotten by. the mere Will and Power of the Father, fo that the 
Father alone is the Eternal Neceſſary Being, is a Poſition with- 
aut any Proof, and abſolutely inconſiſtent with the $m's being GOD, 


proper Senſe of the Words, mean by it ſuch an Emanation as is by 


Effence, . and equally ſelf-exiftent with the Father. And unleſs the 
Adverſaries can evince ſuch a Neceſſary Generation to be impoſſible, 
(which is abſolutely impoſſible for them to do) nothing can be object. 
- Topick to diſprove the Independency and Self-exiftence of 
Son. | ö | 


But then, Secondly, their Boaſts on this Head are vain, unleſs 
they cauld undeniably prove that the Generation of Chriſt mentioned 
in Scripture, or thoſe Texts in which he is ſtiled the Son of God, 
are, in ſirifneſs of Speech, to be underſtood of bis Divine Pre- ex- 
iftent Nature, without any reſpect to his being the Meſſias. If thoſe 


meant of Him, not as Theos or Logos, conſidered abſolutely, but 
as T heanthropos or Loganthropos, inveſted with the Office of Me- 

phiſtical Reæſonings for a Subordination of the 
Son to the Father are cut off at once, ſince no ſober Chriſtian ever 
denied a Subordination in reſpect of Office and Humanity, but only in 
reſpect of the Divine Nature and Eſſence. The Son, as the Meſſias, 


Is 


to contend. for the Faith, c. 17 
frages of all the Reform'd Churches, (if it be law- 
fal to mention ſach Authorities.) But the In- 
ſtances already given are, in my Judgment, like 
= the two great Commandments of the Law, the Pillars 
on which all the Credenda in Chriſtianity do de- 
pend. Take away theſe, and the whole Fabrick 
is ruin'd at once; the Goſpel becomes entirely ano- 
ther Thing. This is that admirable Myſtery of God- 
lineſs, the Truth of which ought not to be con- 
troverted among Chriſtians. Upon This the New 
Covenant is founded, in all its Parts : Cut off its Re- 

125 8 Hog lation 


— 


* - ” 
yore 


_ is ſubordinate 3 but the Word, or Logos, is GOD, Equal with 
= the Father, I know our Adverſaries will here inſiſt on the Conceſſions 


2 | of the Orthodox : But that is a poor way of Reaſoning, if they build 
upon it, and comes with a very ill Grace from Thoſe who declaim ſo 
much againſt all Human Authorities and Interpretations. F 


any ſhould venture to illuſtrate the Argument by other Proofs, without 
urging that of a Generation, and ſhould put it upon them to prove 
that the Divinity aſcribed to our Bleſſed Lord in Scripture, is 
founded in his Sonſhip, or his being called d wavryavis ids, it would in- 
= deed entangle them in their Reaſonings, and perhaps beat them out 
ef their main Fort; but I ſee not that it would weaken the Argument 
en the Side of thoſe who maintain the Equality of the Son (the 
Divine Perſon ſo called) with the Father, I doubt not but the Prin- 
= ciple of the Sun's being eternally begotten of the Father by abſolute 
Neceſſity of Nature, (which Dr. Clark deries, becauſe, as he ac- 
= knwledges, it would infer Self-exiftence and Independency, and ſub- 
= ſiitutes in the room of it a precarious Arbitrary Generation ] is Prof 
"XZ againſt all their Cauils. But if one ſhould expreſs himjelf otherwiſe, 
and ſay, It is eſſential to the Eternal Godhead, that in the Unity of 
2 zhe Divine Nature there ſhld be Three Perſons, or Subſiſtencies, of 


one Subſtance, Power, and Glory, who in Scripture are diſtinguiſh d 


by the Names of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as well as by 
ot er Relative Properties; and ſhnuld prove this from thoſe Texts 
which afjert the Oneneſs or Unity of GOD, and from Thoſe 
= which, without any Qualification or Reſtriction, aſcribe all the Cha- 
= raders of Divinity, the Incommunicable Perfections of the Eternal 


Godhead, to Theſe Sacred Three, (who are diſtinguiſh'd by Perſonal 
Properties and Actions, not by any Diverſity of Nature, or abſolute 


4 Perfection of Being :) If any, I ſay, ſhould take this Way of ma- 
= naging the Argument, he might very eaſily reſel the mojt plauſible 
7 * 


Objections 


— — — — - ms — Et a 


| and delivered up to be the Propitiation for our Sins; 


18 An Advice to Chriſtians, 7 
lation to God manifeſted in the Fleſh, and purchaſing 3 
the Church with his own Blood, the Blood of the Ever. 
laſting Covenant, and nothing remains whereon to 
build our Confidence; we have no Hope left us but 
what is common to Infidels and ablolute Aliens, 
If we recede from this great and neceſſary Truth, 
if we ſuffer our Minds to be perverted with any! 
diminutive Thoughts of this glorious Myſtery ; it 
we look upon him as a Being of an inferior Na.! 
ture or Degree, who was thus manifeſted in the Fleſh, | 


what the Scriptures declare of the inexpreſſible 


_ 


— : * * — - N 2 1 6 — 


Objections of our Adverſaries, without being obliged to dive into te 
inexplicable Theories of an Eternal Generation and Proceſſion. fe 
Reaſons why I offer this Hint at preſent, may, God willing, appear | © 

more fully hereafter But this I would have the Reader carry along 

with him, That we muſt diſtinguiſh between the Article it ſelf, a 1 
it is a neceſſary Part of Faith, and the different Ways of provinz * p 
the ſame Doctrine, (for a proper adequate Explanation of what i Kd 
far above all natural Diſcoveries, would be a vain Attempt, and is | © liev 
barr'd by the Apoſtles Words, Without Controverſy, great, even and 
inexplicable and incomprehenſible, is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 1 
Sc.) The Article it ſelf, as revealed in Scripture, cannot be better and 
expreſs'd than in the Words of our ſhorter Catechiſm, viz. © There h 
it but One only, the Living and True God: There are Three Perſons = T 
© in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; and 0 anc 


theſe three are one God, the ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power and | 60 
Glory.“ This is the Scripture - Doctrine of the Trinity. Theſe Pro-. tur 


Poſitions are not remote Conſequences drawn from the Words of Re. © he 


vel ation, but the natural and neceſſury Meaning of thoſe innumerable 
Texts of Scripture that relate to this Matter, conſidered in one | Pa! 
View, Whoſoever denies theſe Poſitions, or advances any Explicatiun 3 ANC 
manifeſlly inconſiſtent with them; whoever derogates from the Unity 

of God, (Unity of Nature and Eſſence) or from the True Eternal | cri 
Godhead of the Word. and Spirit, viz. That they are one God with be 
Father, or overthrows th? Scriptural Diſlin&ion between theſe Bleſſed | 7 | 
Free, may be juſlly charged with denying the Faith once delivered y 
the Saints, in this -great and fundamental Article of our Relizin, | "3 We 


e 
62 
— · 
[7] 


But different Methods of IHluftration, conſiſtent with holding th: 1 gri 
Article it ſelf, as abrve expreſs'd, can infer no Diſadvantage to the FB ea 


Truth, or the Cauſe of Revealed Religion. 
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to contend for the Faith, c. 19 
and incomprehenſible Love of the Father and Son to- 
wards us, will appear toa exceſſive and Hyper bolical to 
make any Impreſſion upon us; and thoſe active and 
generous Affections of Love and Gratitude, which the 
Proſpect the Goſpel gives of this Matter, engenerates 


ble Springs of Obedience, the moſt inviolable Con- 
ſtraints to every Part of Duty, muſt feel a ſenſible 


Decay, and loſe all their Life and Vigour. We 


can no longer truſt in ſuch a Mediator, or regard 
his Interpoſition as the ground of our Acceptance 
with God. Nor can we ever lvok for the Mercy of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto Eternal Life, Jude ver. 21. or 


worſhip him with a good Conſcience, if we de- 
grade him in our Thoughts from the Majeſty of the 


Eternal Godhead. | 


1 CONCLUDE therefore, that it is a neceſſary 


Part of Faith, a Fundamental in our Religion, to be- 
lieve that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is God, in the native 
and literal Senſe of that Word, as it fignifies a Be- 


ing of infinite Perfections, of abſolute Eternity, 


and neceſſary Exiſtence, the Creator and End of all 
Things: That He is, together with the Father 
and Bleſſed Spirit, the One only Living and True 
God: That to redeem Mankind he aſſum'd our Na- 


ture, and therein fuſtain'd the Offices with which 


he 1s declared to be inveſted in the Holy Scriptures, 
particularly chat be died for our Sins, and roſe again, 


and lives for ever to make Interceſſion for us; and that 


his Death was truly and really a Propitiatory Sa- 
crifice. . 


THIS is that Faith we muſt live and die in, if 


we will be Chriſtians. If we ſuffer our ſelves to 


grow cold or indifferent towards it, it will be an 


caly matter for the Adverſaries of the Truth, firſt 
to make us Scepricks, ar.d then to over-throw our 
. C2 Faith 


| 
| 
; 
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20 An Advice to Chriſtians, 

Faith entirely in thoſe Points of Revealed Religion, 
that are apprehended to be of leſs moment, or in 
which a Difference in Opinion may be thought leſs 
hazardous. 228 


AND that St. Jude referred particularly to 
this Article of Faith, (viz, the Divinity of our 
Bleſſed Saviour) is evident from the Antitheſis be- 


tween it and the Principles of thoſe Seducers, who 


denied the only Lord God, even our + Lord Jeſus : 
Chriſt. Their Errors were oppoſed to thoſe Truths 
9 that 


a. N 1 N 1 — 3 ien 1 


— 


F + The common Reading is, Toy wa'voy Som Thu deb Y ter 
ny Ino yeuor which, conſidering the diſpoſition of the Greek 
Article, might be render'd, The only Lord God, even our Lord Feſus 


\ , Chriſt, Some Copies omit hebs, and read thus, Tov s Seom- 


Tay Y K n,. Ia Ned, our only Sovereign and Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. Others place 0s3y before JxamoTHy; and then the Verſion 
miſt be, Our only God, and ſupreme Governor, or Maſter, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. So that here is no Diſtindtion of Perſons, 
but all theje Epithets, gwuern'd by one Article, belong to one and the 
ſame Perſon, even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Againſt this, Dr. Clark 
(in his Commentary en the Place) alledges, * That the word 
*© 14byGr, only, can by no means be aſcribed to Chriſt ; and that the 
% word | dxcnd rns, Supreme LORD] is never applied to Him in 
* the New Teſtament.” To the Firſt I anſwer, I. If Chriſt be 
God at all, in a true and proper Senſe, he muſt be the only God, 
otherwiſe there are more Gods than one. II. When the Father 
himſelf is ſtiled the one or only God, the Word and Spirit are not 
thereby excluded from being God, but the Oppoſition is to falſe Gods, 
ſueh as the ſubordinate Deities among the Heathen, as when Feſus 
Chriſt is:ftiled the one Lord, it is not in excluſion to the Father, 
who is alſo Lord. III. Divers Inſtances might be given to prove 
that the Greek Word woy©- [ only] is not abſolutely excluſrue of 
other Things or Perſons. IV. Our Lord Feſus Chriſt is in this very 
Chapter ſtiled the only wiſe God, our Saviour, Jude ult. As fo the 
Second, nothing can be more confidently aſſerted, or more weakly 
Seported; for the Character of Supreme Lord is moſt emphatically 


given to Chriſt, 2 Pet. 2. 1. Denying the Lord [| A&g7o79y | 


that bought them; and 2 Tim. 2. 21. Both which Places are 
underſtood by Grotius, and many other Learned Interpreters, to be 
meant of Chiiſt. Grotivs, in particular, appropriates that in 2 Per. 

| 1⁰ 


to contend for the Faith, exc. 21 


that are conveyed to our Underſtandings, only-by 
Supernatural Means: for, as has been obſerv'd a- 
bove, the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, is not, 
ſtrictiy ſpeaking, the Exiſtence of one God, the 
Author and Owner of all Things; for there was 
no neceſſity of a Divine Revelation or Tradition, to 
eſtabliſn a Truth demonſtrable upon common Prin- 
ciples: nor does it appear that thoſe falſe Teachers, 
who were Chriſtians in Profeſſion, denied that 
grand Truth. But no Man can ſay, that Jeſus, is 


LORD, 


to him who bought us, by dying for us. But to his Authority, Dr. 
Clark oppoſes the Learned Whitby's Comment on the Place, vize 
2 « Chriſt being never ſtiled ſxomoTys in the New Teſtament, and 
= << Sr. Jude (v. 4.) diſtinguiſhing this SeamTHs, or Maſter, from 
our Lord, it ſeems moſt reaſonable to interpret This of God the. 
2 « Father, who is ſaid to have bought the Jews, Deut. 32. 6. Is he 


"2 © 1 Cor. 6. 20. Ye are bought with a Price, gc.” I wonder 
not thas Dr. Clark ſhould ſay this Comment is very remarkable 3 


1 miſtake n: Fr, I. St. Jude 18 fo far from diſtinguiſhing this 


_ Atoms, or Maſter, from our Lord, that taking the Words as. 


2 they are wow in the common Text, without regard to the Copies that 

2 nead it otherwiſe, the Order in which the Greek Article is plac d 
bars any ſuch Diſtinction, and naturally leads us to underſtand tbe 
Particle x, in an exegetical Senſe : It ſigniftes here the ſame even; 
and ſo Dr. Clark renders it in other Places. II. That Chriſt is neuer 
27 ſtiled ec ins in the New Teſtament, is the Thing in queſtion, and 


4 bare Negation js no Proof : We contend that be is ſo called in this 
and other Places, III. It is uncertain whether the Place referred to 


in Deut. 32. 6. is meant of God the Father perſonally. Old Jacob 
(l aſcribes his Redemption to the Angel of the Covenant, (the Meſſiah) 
whom he alſo calls the God before whom his Father walked,. 
3 Gen. 48. 15, 16. And it appears from the whole Tenour of divine 


of the Land of Egypt, c. nd there is no Impropriety in ſtiling 
bim the Father of hu People, of whom the whole Family in Heaven 


Peace. IV. Were it paſt all diſpute that Moſes ſpeaks there 4 


c not thy Father, who has bought thee ? And the Chriſtians, 


but if he thinks it is much to the purpoſe, he is greatly 


Revelation, that it was the ſame Divine Perſon who is ſometimes cal- 
led an Angel, and ſometimes Jehovah, that ſaved the People out 


43nd Earth is named, who is the everlaſting Father, and the Princ. of 
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Jpoken 


22 An Advice to Chriſtians, 
LORD, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 12. 3. that 
i, upon his Teſtimony. It was this Teſtimony of 
the Spirit concerning the Lardſbip or Sovereignty of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that was ſtruck at by theſe Corrup. 
ters of the Evangelical Faith, who were for ſub- 
jecting the Church, and the World, to Falſe Lords 
and Governors, under Barbarous Names and Anti- 
ohriſtian Titles, not unlike thoſe of Dependent and 
Hiferior Gods. That this was their Crime, that it 
was the Supreme Authority of our Lord Jeſus 
py ea * Chriſt 


— 
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God the Father, jet as the Buying there mentioned is not the ſame 


with mhat ic athributed to the Blood of Chriſt, it is more natural to 
under ſtand the Apoſtle according to the Phraſeology of the New Teſt a- 
ment. When we are ſaid to be bought with a Price, this Price 


3s declared to be the precious Blood of Chriſt, He that bought us, 


therefore, is he that died for us, whoſe Life is the Ranſom of our 


Souls, and who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us, 
thereby acquiring a new Power or Dominion over us, beſides what is 


funded in Creation. We paſs into his Poſſeſſion, and he is our proper 
Maſler by Right of Purchaſe; and there was no other divine Perſon 
who had Blood to (hed, or a Life to lay down for us, but Jeſus 
Obriſt. Jo confirm this, let us conſider whetber St. Paul 
alſo does not give this Character of Supremacy to our Bleſſed Lord, 
2 Tim. 2. 21. If a Man purge himſelf from theſe, he ſhall be a 
Veſſel of Honour, ſun#ified, and meet for the MAST E R's Vf. 
The Word in the. Original is AgomoTns, which Dr. Clark venders the 
Supreme Governor. That lis here meant of Chrift, - I offer the 
following Arguments to prove: I. He 3s the Perſon immediately 

f in the Words that go before, and that follow after. II. The 
Figure made uſe of in the Context, of a great Houſe or Family, 


whole Family in Heaven and Earth is named. III. It js the ſame 


Perſon wh is here fliled MAS T E R, who, v. 22, & 24. # | | 


called LOR D: Follow Righteouſneſs — with them that 
call on the Lord out of a pure Heart. This is confeſſedly ſpoken 
of Chriſt : (See Dy. Clark's Script. Dott. ch. 2. ſett. 4. p. 133.) 


The Servant of the LORD muſt not ſtrive. This alſo muſt be 1 


underſtood of him, according to an acknowledg'd Rule of Criticiſm : 
Cee the ſame Author's Commentary on 2 Pet. 1. 1. p. $6.) 
IV. The Scope of the Diſcourſe proves it: It relates chiefly to the 
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1 having this Seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. 


to contend for the Faith, &c. 23 
Chriſt thoſe Hereſiarchs contemu'd, ſeems evident 
from hence, that their Puniſhment is peculiarly re- 
ferred to Him, ver, 14, 15. and from the Inſtances 
of his avenging Juſtice, mention'd in the Verſes im- 
mediately following my Text, vz- 
How that the LORD [L M- hav- Jude, v. 5, 6,7. 
ing ſaved the People our of the Land of 


Egypt, afterward deſtroyed wem that belizved not. 


And the Angels which kept not their firſt eſt ate be 
hath reſerv'd in everlaſting Chains, &c. Even as OO 
Ts and 


1 4x IVEY 1 SPY 4 1 
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Minifters of Chriſt, who are employed to teach others, as will ap- 
pear ta any who conſiders the whole Chapter. Of ſome who bore that 
Charafer {Hymeneus and Philetus] he objerves, That ck 
erred from the Truth, ſaying that the RESURRECTION 
was paſt already, by which they over-threw the Faith of 
ſome, v. 18, But left this ſhould be an occaſion of Offence or Doubt to 
other Chriſtians, Cas the Apoſtacy of great Names from any Funda- 
mental Article of Faith ſeldom fails to prove) be immediately adds, 
as a Preſervative , Nevertheleſs, the Foundation of God ſtandeth [eres 
And let 
every one that nameth the Name of CHRIST depart from Iui- 


© quity, (that is, ſuch dangerous Errors as he had charged on Hyme- 
neus and Philetus, who by denying the Re ſurtection were guilty of 5 
4e complicated Injuſtice | 44 14je] towards God, and towards Men.) 


Then follows, But in 4 great Houſe, ſuch as the Church of Chriſt is, 


E there are not only Veſſels of Gold and Silver, but alſo of Wood and of 


Earth, and ſome to Honour, and ſome to Difhonokr : If a Manthere- 
fore purge himſelf from theſe, [if a Miniſter of Chriſt, for ſo the 


= while Context leads us to underſtand it, ſhall keep himſelf pure from 
uch deſtruffive Errors, as were thiſe of Hyme=neus and Philetus, 
= /nIquities to be avided by ail Chriſtians | 
3 Honcur, conſecrated for the MASTER“, 


he (hall be a Veſſel unto 
[CHRIST's] Uſe, &c. 


2} Sy that from the Connexion and Order of the Words, the Scope of the 


near. 
= Bin be renders Supreme over all, © x in Scripture appropriated 


Diſcourje, and all other Circumſtances that can illuſtrate the Meaning, 
of any [ext, it manifeſtly appears that Chriſt is the AeomTws, 
the SUPREME LORD, or Governor, here ſpoken f. 


3 I may now appeal to the unprejudic'd Reader, whether Dr. 


Clark had Reaſon to ſay, that © the Word { 2777715, Su- 
preme Lord? is never applied to Chriſt in the New Teſta- 
With the like Co ſidence he affirms that mayrexgaTwy, 


* 
#0. 


fo. 


— — — 


1 n Advice to Chriſtians, 
and Gomorrha; and the Cities about them — art fer 
forth for an Example, &c. That the lafliction of 
theſe judgments is aſcribed to Chriſt, is undeniable, 
from the conſtant uſe of the word uveG», Lord, in 
the New Teſtament, when uſed abſolately, and 


K — 


* 
* 


10 the perſin of the Father only,” (Script. Doct. p. 431, 432.) 
#ho it be as clear as. the Words of Revelation can make it, that He 
why cometh with Clouds, whom every Eye (hall ſee, and they alſi 
whq pierced bim, ſaith of himſelf, I am Alpha and Omega, — 
the Almighty, & ²⁷⁰ be Toο, Rev. 1. 7, 8. It is remarkable 
tat the Epithels of Alpha and Omega, here join'd with Panto- 
crator, the Almighty, or Supreme over all, are for the moſt 
part, if not always, given to the Son. See Ch. 1. 11. Ch. 21. 6. 
Ch. 22. 13. Be ſide/, that there are other Plates in which it i; 
moſt natural to under ſt and Pa ntocrator as meant of him, Rev. 15. 3. 
Ch. 16. 14; 15. where he "who is ſtiled God Almighty * ſaith, 
Behold, 1 come as a Thief, Bleſſed is he that walcheth, &c. 


Compare this with Matt. 24. 42. 2 Pet. 3. 10. See al Rev. 19. 


* 


6, 7. —— The Reader will forgive my inſiſting” ſo'much on 
an Argument of ths Importance. The great Truth now controverted 


n the Stpremacy of our Lord. I have end&aviur'd to evince 


#/ 


that the Characters which, according to the learnedeſt of our Ad- 
verſaries, are moſt expreſſive of the Divine Supremacy, are aſcribed 
to Him. And upon the whole I muſt ſay, it is truly ſurprizing 
that any Chriſtian ſhould deny the abſolute Supremacy of Him who 
is God over all, Rom. 9. 5. and Lord over all, Rom. 10. 12. 
who is ſo often inveſted with the Title of Lord of Hoſts, and of 
Glory, Ia. 6. 1, 2. Ch. 8. 13, 14, &c. whoſe exalted Name is 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS, Rev. 19. 15. 
and to wham the Myſterious Tetragrammaton, the incommunicable 
Title of the Supreme God, is frequently applied, Gen. 19. 24. 
Exod. 3. 2, fo 16. Jer. 23. 6. Zech. 2, 10, 11, &c. And Per. 
ſons of an ordinary Penetration may wonder that a very Learned Di- 


vine, from whom one would not expect apparent Contradictions, ſhould = 


in the ſame Sentence own Him to be zuynJ\/vanGr, that is, Om- 
nipotent, whom he denies to be 7uv]oxp47p, Supreme over all: 
Tho the former be a more abſolute Perfection, as noting infinite or un- 
trmited Strength and Power, whereby he is able to do all things ac- 
cording to the Perfection of his own Underſtanding and Will ; whereas 
the latter, as the Doctor renders it, is a more Relative Character, 
and manifeſtly included in the former. He why is omnipotent in his 
peration, muſl be abſolutely ſupreme in his Dominion. See Dr. Clark's 
Seript. Doct. p. 431 Hh. N 
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it on a 


of St. Paul eis without Exception; 8 1 with - 


> he - £xprelly affirms, fit was Numb. 21, . 
CHRIS IIb wafgtempté , by the Anis? 
raclites; WRER (Foy! WmpIcd Jehovah, and-who 
ws no- but that He wWHOI 
Basen 1 eltroyed the Rabelions by - ſending 
Plaguer, and jhery Serpents among them: 
The; Deſtructiom pf [Seomy! and the Ci- Gen. 194 24s 
i 2 Plone qx preſly aſcribed to 
1 there beigg no change of Perſons. in 
the 1 the Papiſhmeat of the Fallen Angels is 
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'TH malzopig bg doin ©: Leb lead u us to 


conclude, that the Errors and Impieties here con- 


demn'd, were an immediate and direct Oppoſition 
to gur Bleſſed Lord, his Supreme Dignity and Au- 


thority &: and conſequently, that thoſe Words, 
denying we only Lord Ged, 


minat arem, . Dowinum naſtrum Feſum Chriſtum Ne- 


55717 2 | gantes) are meant of no other Perſog. , Eſpecially, 


ſeeing the Conſtruction of the Words, according 


to all the Rules of Grammar, will Kain gf ws 
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* "the primum in „ 106; 3 mod er Dei erat ia An e 
laſciviendi præteætum : quod fieri non poteſt, quin' Chriſto ſummum 
imperium abrogetur; quum ejuſmodi homines Satanæ ſeſe addicant, 
ut hodie facit * Seeta, quos Liber tinos vocant. Bez. 
in oe. 

: D lnter- 


Was tempted, was the 


and our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
(or as it ſtands now in 9 pet pi Latin, Solum Do- 
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26 An Advice to Chriſtians, 
Interpretation, and, the Diſpoſition of the Greek 
Article leads to it, and that nothing can be alledg d, 
of any weight, to the contraty, as appears by our 
Marginal Note. I may add, that this is agreeable 
to all the other Accounts, the Scripture, or the 
moſt antient Writers give of thoſe Seducers here 


referred to, and their Principles. And were it 


true, that the former part of the Sentence referred 
to God the Father, that he were the acomrys," the 
Maſter here ſpoken of, which can never be proved, 
and againſt which there are unanſwErable Pfeſump- 
tions; it would nevertheleſs be true, that our: Zord 


Jeſus Chriſt is here put in an Equality with him; 


and that to deny Jeſus Chriſt, is as great a Contra - 
diction to the Faith, as to deny God the Father. 


And ſeeing throughout the whole Bible, jeſus Chriſt 


is definitively and abſolutelj declared to be God ah 
Lord, and the Titles and Attributes of the only Lor 


God are, without Limitation, aſcribed to him; 


thoſe wWwho deny him to be Lord and God in this 
ftri& Senſe, cannot be vindicated from that very 
Error, in oppoſition to which we are exhorted to 
contend earneſtiy for the Faith once delivered to the 
S od 17 299919 4 IG LISA OG 78115 OE | 


IHE Dignity and Importance of the Subject, 


will, I doubt not, be à ſufficient Apology for my 


being ſo long on this firſt general Head: I judg'd 


neceſſary, not only to declare in general, that we 
muſt contend for the Faith, as delivered in the Holy 


Scriptures, in contradiſtinction to the Precepts and 
Doctrines of fallible Men; but to point diſtinctly 


at ſome of thoſe Doctt ines that are Eſſential to it. 


It is an Axiom founded on common Obſervation, 
Dolus verſatur in univerſalibus : Let thoſe who think 


it proper to Ireen their real Sentiments, make uſe 
of Terms ambiguous and equivocal; it becomes 


the Miniſters of CHRIS T to be free, open, and 


explicite, 
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explaite, in declaring What they believe, Nhat that 


Faith is Which. they preach to others; and in detect- 
ing the Errors that are oppoſed to it. We had much 
better be altogether ſilent, than perplex Mens Minds, 
and enſnare their Conſciences, by giving an uncer- 
tain Sound, or making uſe only of Words that have 
no determinate Meaning, or which the geateſt Cor- 
rupters of the Faith wreſt to a contrary one. 


4 THUSI have conſider'd What that Faith is we 


are Exhorted, in our Text, to contend for. 


. 


IL SECOND LT, I ſhall offer ſome general Ob- 
ſervations relating to the Manner in which Chriſ- 
tians are to contend for the Faith. | WE” 


| THE Werd in the Original is of "Emoritamuu. 
a vehement Signification, which our 


' Tranſlators conceiv'd no ſingle Word in our Lan- 


nage could ſufficiently anſwer, and therefore ren- 
ler'd it, te contend earneſtly. It alludes to the O- 
lympick Games, in which they wreſtled, or fought, 
or atherwiſe ſtrove for the Maſtery. Thus we are 
exhorted, elſewhere, to ſtrive together | 
fer the Faith of the Goſpel, being in no- Phil.1.27,28. 
thing terrified by our Adverſaries; and 
to rake unto us the whole Armour of God, Eph. 6. 13. 
that we may be able to reſiſt in the evil 
day, or adverſe time; and having overcome all, to 
ſtand *... And it cannot be denied, but ſuch Exhor- 
tations have been alledged to very ill Purpoſes, e- 
ven to colour the moſt intolerable Cruelties and 
Oppreſlions. Not only the Papiſts have tortur'd 
ſuch Texts of Scripture, as a Vindication of their 
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violent. ways of 1 ö bytes to t 8 et 
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condeſmn bs Hoericty 5 bur wine e eh ants he 
been tos ferNard to i rats efeir Brace 8 i - 
Wir ol TX9ogois od 154 1 WW ee, 
; 11 8 terne, they plead the r 'f Revilarion ; Mingle 
to jaſtify th "Weapons o chtir Warfare, and Prove, the £ 
that Thre hings and Toftures, and Other rempo- Natut 
i ral peneleſes, are proper Means of Convidtion. = 
Thin not A ſaith Chriſt, that Jam come to ſend Peace 
| en Earth; 1 ame not to ſend Peace, but a Sword: For 
am come to ſet a Man at variance 
| | Matth. 10. againſt bis Father, and the Dau r eat a- 
0 35 36. Jain her Mother, and the Daughter- 
02 Tfn-P aw againſt her Morhejha: Lab And 
a Mar? s Foes ſhall be they of his own Houſbold. And 
"op compel them to come in, that my. Houſe 
10e 1.2. may be filled. Upon a like Abuſe of 


Scripture-Phraſe, the Romiſh Church 
has founded the Doctrine of Tran ubſtantiation, tho 


1 | it involves a thouſand Contradictions, is 4 the 
vi nature of the thing impoſſible, and deſtroys the 
| End and Ef nee of a Miracles themſelves.” | a 


BUT i "bathe not from the perfection of 
the - Scriptures, that ignorant or deſigning Men 
wreſt them to their own, or the Deſtruction of others. If 
all the*Frring Sects in the World pretend to Scrip- 
ture on their fide, and boaſt of their ' Allegiance to ats 
Diving Authority, (and that ſuch Pretences arg often 
made a Cloak ro Error, none can with Tru Hor Mo- 
deſty deny) muſt we thetefore im peach the Scrip- 
tures of Imperfection, or Conttadiction? By no 
means. Our Duty is plain, with humble and teach- = 
able Minds to compare Spititual Things with Spiri-⸗- 
tual. And as. on the one hand, the manifeſt and 
neceſſary, Conſequences of plain Scriptural Propoſi- 
tions are as much a Divide Revelatian, { and do. jo 


= to contend for the Faith, c. 29 
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er- pe regarded, “ as the Principles from which they 
to [naturally and neceſſarily flow, (a Rule to be admit- 
ave ted of, in judging even of Moral Duties, as well as 


 , FEDofrinal Truths) fo, on the other hand, what may 
_ [eappear, at firſt fight to be. the Literal Senſe of ſome 
rion Mingle Texts, muſt not be urged in oppoſition to 


the general Tenor of the Sacred Writings, the 
Nature and Reſpects of Things, or the Duties of 
e e 155 Mora- 


1 
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* It 5s commonly objeed againſt this, That Scripture-Conſequences, 
"how natural and neceſſary ſoe ver they are ſuppoſed to be, are Matters of 
Revelation only to thoſe who ſee them ; but that others who ſee them 
not, are under no Obligation as to theſe Conſequences, It might ſeem 
Fo ſome invidious, if I fhould ſay that Jeſuits and Socinians, how 
Widely ſoever they differ in other Things, are agreed in the Main of 
"hat is here objected, tho they ſometimes contradict themſelves. As 
to the Socinians in particular, their grand Poſition is, That 
* Fothing ought to be inſiſted on as a Matter of Faith, that is not 
vn, and ſyllabically contained in Scripture. Upon this Prin- 
Eiple they think to juſtify all their peculiar Doctrines, eſpecially in re- 
ation to the T RINILT V: And they improve it ſo far, as to 
nale but one Article of Faith neceſſary, viz. That we believe 
pte Divine Authority of the Scriptures, eſpecially the New Teſtament. 
Which indeed lays a Foundation for very peaceful Maxims, even to 
ſtapidit). But, alas if we purſue this Principle through all its 
dieceſſary Implications and Deductions, we ſhall ſoon loſe ſight even 
that one Article that's left us: For if our not ſeeing the 
Plain and neceſſary Conſequerces of Scriptural Propoſitions, diſcharges 
, from any Obligation to believe them, it will follow that our 
not ſeeing the Evidence of a Divine Revelation, diſcharges us from 
am Obligation to believe the Scriptures themſelves to be the Word of 
od. The Jews-ſaw not that Jeſus was the Meſhas, tho they ima- 
ęeined themſelves clear-ſighted, and took it very ill when it was inſi- 
nuated they were blind. The Sadduces ſaw not the RESUR- 
RECTION in the Writings of Moſes, nor is it literally 
contain d in the Pentateuch. Our modern Arians, call them by 
— Ewhat Name you will, fee not that CHRIST is ONE GOD 
vith the Father, One in Nature and Effence, equal in 

Power and Glory; tho it be demonſtrable that either He is One 
bod with the Father, or is not God at all, or that there are more 
Code than One. But the Jews were condemn'd for their Unbelief, 
for not ſeeing what they did not ſee, becauſe that was 3 
3 15 their 
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Morality.; but are to be interpreted by thoſe more ÞY 
plain and numerous Places that treat of the ſame! 
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I N this Light it will appear that all Methods 
of Terror and Compulſion, under pretence of de. 
fending or propagating the Faith, are as repug . 
nant to the Nature and Tendency of Chriſtianity, | 
to the moſt expreſs Declarations of its great Au. viti 
ther, and the Manner in which it was recommend. | be # 
ed to the World by Thoſe whom he inſpir'd and FFof th 
commiſſion'd to publiſh his Goſpel, as Tranſubſtan - Zeal, 
tiation, or any other the greateſt Abſurdity, is ri. 
adai.culous to Reaſon. We muſt contend Ft 
2Cor. 10. 4. for the Faith, and that earneſtly; but 
| the Weapons of this Conteſt are not car- Who 
nal. It excludes all manner of Violence, Coercive | 
Power, and Force, againſt the Bodies, Eſtates, or | ® 
Civil Rights of Men: Which tho neceſſary in the | F 


dah. 


ct 0 
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beir own Prejudices 3 They would not repent, that they might | R 
lieve. The Sadduces erred, not knowing the Scriptures, | * 
nor the Power of God. Nor will it juſtify an Arian to ſay le 
ſees not that theſe Three are One God, if that is neceſſarily include! % 
in the Scriptural Revelation cancerning the Divine Perſons : I!, 
doubt not but the Scripture-Evidence of that Doctine is as clear and | Þ 
full as any Argument of what kind ſoeuer, that can be brought to prove | © 
the Divine Authority of the Scriptures. So that the queſtion is mt | © 
what 4 Man ſees, or does not ſee ; but what he ought to ſee, what e f Th, 
might ſee, if his Mind were not inlaid with Prejudice or Paſſion, and | . ; 
be humbly re ſien'd his Underſtanding unto God, An Atheift may nn C. 
ee that the World had a Beginning He may not for the heart if Pence 
lim know how to reſolve that Queſtlon, 7 Machine, qui vectes? Umb 


3 => 


What Engines were uſed in erecting this ſtupendous Fabrick? And le- 
may by degrees become ſuch a Maſter of his own Reaſon, as to be ful) 
perſuaded in his Mind there is no other God, ms other Nature o | © 
Subſt ance than the Univerſe ; which was the Doctrine of Spinoſa, | F 
Is he therefore juſtified becauſe he is blind? Let us therefore beware | # 
of a Principle which is pe of being improv'd to ſap the Found - 
tians of Natural, as well as Revealed Religion. ; 1 
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hands of Civil Magiſtrates, to ſecure the publick 
peace and Tranquillity, and anſwer the End of hu- 
man Governments, are utterly unlawful and abomi- 
Fnable when uſed, as Engines to propagate Religion, 
7 whether True or Falſe. It excludes all Impoſition upon 
© Conſcience, either of the Words of God, or the Words 
ef Men: I mean, Impoſition animated by Temporal 
Penalties. . For it is neither Impoſition nor Perſe- 
cation, but a Neceſſary Duty, to exclude Infigels, 
I vitidus Perſons, or ſuch as deny what we apprehend to 
be an Eſſential Part of Faith, from the Communion 
20 f the Church in Things Sacred. It is not a pious 
*Zeal, (for that means no Injury to any, deprives 
ino Man of his Right) but Covetouſneſs or Ambi- 
tion, varniſh'd over with feign'd Pretences, or a 
downright Fury and Madneſs, that inſpires Thoſe 
who are for impoſing Religion, or any part of it, 
upon Mankind, with lmpriſonments, Baniſnments, 
Forfeitures, or any other Inſtruments of human 
Terror. Theſe may be proper to propagate a A- 
phometan Goſpel, but are moſt abhorrent to all the 
Maxims upon which the Bleſſed: Jeſus founded bis 
Religion. * He owns none but voluntary Subjects; 
nor has appointed any other Force to make them 


- 


Juch, but tllat of conſtraining Love, inſtructing Rea- 
ons, and gentle Entreaties, join'd with an inward» 
ZEfficacy, that by the Conviction of the Mind diſ- 
rms the moſt implacable Heart, caſti ggg 
own falſe Reaſonings, and bringing eve- 2 Cor. 19. 5. 
Thought into Captivity to the Obedience ' © * 
"Chriſt. Briefly, there is not a more ſenſible Evi- 
lence of the Weakneſs of any Cauſe under the 
mbrage of Religion than This, that it needs to be. 
Jupported by Human Force, or any Infringements of 


the Natural Rights and Properties of Men. So that 


ature o! © 


Spinoſa, Þ? 
e beware | 2 
Founda | 


hands? 


If we would ſucceſsfully contend for the Fuith once 
fHelivered to the Saints, if we would effectually re- 


Tommend it to others, we muſt not increale their 
2 | n 9 Pre- 


7 0 
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Prejudices by aty- Inhuman Reſentments : We mul: 
_reſttain the implacable Heart , and the Violent! 77 
Hand, ſuppreſs all boiſterous" and revengeful, Pal.! &F/ 
ſions, and utterly deteſt in our ſelyes, as well as u! g 
others, ever) thig thar can Fray he called. be. | P 
Kcation or 1ipoltjon upon Lonlgeare: 1 . oc. ll m 
' BUT tho we altert the 50%, Tiberries of Mankind, 4 £ 
againſt the Encroachments, whether of a_Cjvil r! „ 
Religious Tyr anm ;; it follows not that -we mut!“ 
therefore ſlacker our Zeal, or the : Earneſtne s: of 2 
lawful Contention for the Truths of God. Ga the! 
contrary, we lay claim to this Liberty whekomi) 71 
Chriſt hath made us free, from the Influence of H- 
man Power and Authority, in Matters of Religion; 
that, exempt from thoſe Terrors, we may with a more | 
generous Courage baffle the Cauſe of Error, Bla. 
phemy, and Irreligion, and vindicate the Truth 2) 
gainſt all that oppoſe, or betray it. In this wel © 
om muſt be bold and reſolute: Nor mut # & 
Gal. 2.5. we give place for a Moment; Or con b 
AQ. 20. 24. any Things or Perſons dear unto us, * ST + 


called to reftify the Goſpel of the Grace of God, 


II is not enough that we ourſelves be inwardly} = 
8 per ſuaded of the Truth. The FA 
Rom, 10. 10. of the Heart, and the Confeſſion of . j 
| Mouth, are enjoin'd together, as. , 
equal Neceſſity» And our Lord hath expreſly de.. 
Y clared, Whoſoever ſhall deny me befor: !? 
Matt. 10. 33. Men, him will I deny before my, Fathi | © 
„ which 1s in Heaven. And whoſoever Þ 
Luke 9. 26. ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my Word 
3 e him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, | * 
when he ſhall come in his own Glory, and in his Father's, Þ 
and of the Holy Angels, We muſt therefore hold ff | = 
the Confeſſion | 0poNoyiev | of our Fail Þ Þ 

Heb. 10.23. wit hout wavering, for he is faithful that 
8 | | promi ſed. +] | 
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to contend for the Faith, c. 33 
promiſed. We muſt openly, and without Pre- 
varication, declare our Sentiments, eſpecially in 
Matters that are confeſſedly * of the greateſt Im- 
ortance in Religion. A ſecure or fearful Silence, 
or an artful Concealment of our Faith, argue a 
mean and carnal Spirit: Sancti che 


Lord in your Hearts, and be ready al- 1 Pet. 3. 15. 


ways to give an Anſwer to every Man 
that asketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you, with 


 Meekneſs and Fear. 


IN this open Profeſſion and Acknowledgment of 
what we believe, we muſt be fearleſs of the Reſent- 
ments of Men, or any Reproaches we may ſuſtain for 
a ſtedfaſt Adherence to the Truth. We are to 
contend for the Faith with a Spirit of Meekneſs, but 


that Meekneſs muſt be back'd with an invincible Forti- 


tude, and ſpirited with an ardent Zeal for God. A 
ſordid degenerous Complaiſance to the Errors and 
Crimes of Men, by whatever Names they may 
be dignified, enters not into the Compoſition of 
that humble and forbearing Temper, which is ſo 
much recommended in Scripture as the great Orna- 
ment of a Chriſtian's Life. | 


NOR muſt we deſert this Conteſt, or be Neuter in 


it, from any Worldly or Political Views. This 
would be to barter the Goſpel, to cauponate the 
moſt Sacred Things, profanely to ſell the Truth, and 
expoſe ourſelves and our Profeſſion to the Con- 
tempt of Infidels and profane Libertines; who when 
they have ſerv'd their own Turn, will leave us to 
that Shame and Confuſion which would be the juſt 


Recompence of ſo ſervile a Compliance, ſo miſchie- 


= . 


* Vid, Dr. Clark's Preface to his Script. Doct. of the 
ATMS - hy BR. | 
E yous 
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vous an ludifferency towards the Cauſe of God. 
Thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to be ſwayed, in the 
Things of God, by the Fear or Favour of Men, can ne- 
ver be uniformly true to God or Man. Nor can any 
Conduct expoſe us more to the Fea- 
louſies of the Son of God, who hath Eyes 
lie unto a Flame of Fire, that penetrate 
thro univerſal Nature; who hath declared, 1n the 
mmioſt ſolenin manner, All the Churches 
Ver. 2. © ſhall know, that I am He who ſearcheth 
the Reins and Hearts; ſo that no frau- 
dulent Words can elude his 9 Who is 
more diſhonoured by the Perfidy of thoſe that cal 
him Lord, than the open Hoſtilities of his avowed E- 
ne mies; and deteſts nothing more than a cold Neu- 
trality, in things that immediately affect his Ho- 
nour and Glory. I know thy Works, 
Rev. 3. 15, 16. that thou art neither hot nor cold, I would 
thou wert cold or hot; fo "Shy becauſe 
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will ſpew 
thee out of my Mouth. 


Rev. 2.19. 


TH Us we are to contend 1 for the Faith once deli- 
vered to the Saints; with a manly Zeal, an intrepid 
Reſolution, and a hearty Diſdain of all baſe Com- 
Pliances with the Hereſies of ſome, or the Luſts of 


Others: Yet free from Rancor, Hatred, Wrath, or 


any other evil Paſſion; and diſcovering by ourWords 
and Actions, that we look upon a flaming perſecu- 
ting Zeal, as one of the moſt malignant Diſpoſitions 


that Human Nature, in its utmoſt degenerate State, 
can be capable of. 


1 PROMISED, 


111 THIRDLY, More particularly to conſider 
the Duty here recommended in its Extent, as It re- 
ſpects Miniſters and private Chriſtians. 10 


in all their Labours and Miniſtrations, 
no more Dominion than others, over the Faith of 
their Brethren; and it becomes them to avoid all 
3 needleſs Controverſies, and Strifes about Words to no pro- 
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'T HO ſome are more capable than others, or by 
the nature of their Office ſer for the | 

Defence of the Goſpel; yet there is an Phil. 1. 17. 
indiſpenſable Obligation on all the | 
Diſciples of Chriſt, whatever Character they ſuf- 
tain, to contend for the Faith, and promote the [n- 
tereſts of true Religion, in that Way which ſuits 


their Condition. And, | 


1. THIS is the proper Work, and ſhould be 
the priſtipal Care of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
They have 


fit - but they are under all poſſible Engagements to 
guard the Foundations of Chriſtianity againſt every 


thing that might ſap or undermine them. They 
are not only inwardly to reſent any Defection which 
they behold from the Truth and Purity of the Goſ- 
pel, but to ſet themſelves in open Defiance to all 
Heretical Opinions, to all Errors contrary to the 
3 Rule of Faith. 
bold and impudent, in ſpreading the Poiſon of their 
Doctrines all around them; when they maintain 
the Innocency of Error, tho Idols be the 

Work of Errors, and Unbelief the Root Jer. 10. 15. 

2 of all Diſobedicnce, a Complication 

of Errors: when, in conſequence of this, they blaſ- 
2 pheme the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, deny his 
23 Frernal Godhead, profane his Blood, the Price of our 
Redemption, as accidentally ſhed 3 and turn into 
[3 Burleſque and Ridicule, the Unity 
Tree: When ſuch Blaſphemies, I ſay, appear with- 
out diſguiſe, and are vended without controul; it 
is high time for the Srewards of the Myſteries of God, 
2 (unleſs that Character is to be given up in compliment 


When falſe Teachers and Seducers are 


of the Sacred 


E 2 to 
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to reconcile the retaining of their unmortified Luſts 


voured to perſuade themſelves, that a Profeſſion of 


to the Tribe of Libertines) to beſtir themſelves, in 
Vindication of thoſe Truths that are in a particular 
manner committed to their Truſt. 


AS their own Salvation depends upon it, that he an) 
D they bold the Myſtery of the Faith in FRepei 

1 Tim. 3. 9. pure Conſciences; as all the Tyes of 
Honour, Gratitude and Faithfulneſs, IN 


_ oblige them to ſatisfy their People, that they do F Frere, 
ſo, when called to it; ſo it is their obvious Duty to | the E 
declare againſt, and oppoſe thoſe Errors, that ares aſh 
moſt encroaching, and warn the People whence pis G 
their preſent Dangers are to be apprehended. =_ Vovin 

5 Lerint 

IN this we ſhall follow the Example of the A- F$imon 

poſtles, and firſt Preachers, who in their Sermons ] ſes, | 

and Epiſtles took ſpecial care to accommodate their | the F 
Inſtructions to the moſt urgent Occaſions of the ſame 

Church. It was the Denial of the Reſurrection gave | and © 
occaſion to that Noble and Eloquent Diſcourſe, in | their 
1 Cor. ch. 15. It was the Oppoſition the Fews made | Moſt 


to the Goſpel-way of Juſtification, that obliged the | Day; 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles to be ſo copious on that Sub- of Pr 
ject ; as their Vanity, in ſuppoſing themſelves to be | Merit 
the ſole Favourites of Heaven, adminiſter'd occa- | of co 
ſion to ſome other very important Points of Revela- tern. 
tion, And their tenacious Adherence to the Diſci- 

pline of Moſes, eſpecially the Service of the Tabernacle, 
gave the ſame inſpir'd Author an opportunity to 
inſiſt ſo largely on the Prieſthood and Satisfaction of 
Chriſt, to which all their Sacrifices referred. Thus 
the Epiſtle of James had its riſe from the perverſe 
Conſtruction Men of vitious Lives put upon the 
Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith: For being willing 


with a State of Acceptance with God, they endea- 


Chriſtianity was ſufficient to entitle them to the 
| 5 Mer- 
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: ercies of the Goſpel, without a ſutable Converſa- 
ion, Which was a vile Corruption of the whole 


Doctrine of Faith; for whatever ſome Socinians 
Fave ſaid to the contrary, it is impoſſible there can 


de any ſuch thing as true Evangelical Faith, without 
Repentance, without Charity, and Obedience. 


IN like manner, the Writings of the other Apoſtles 
Frere, a conſiderable part of them, levelPd againſt 
"She Errors of thoſe Times in which they lived, It 
3 affirm'd of St, John in particular, that he wrote 
bis Goſpel, on this very Deſign, to vindicate the 


Divinity of our Bleſſed Saviour, in oppoſition to 
CTerinthus, and the other Gnoſticks, the Offspring of 


2 
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"Simon Magus; who, by their falſe and impious Gloſ- 
ſes, had corrupted the whole Doctrine concerning 
the Perſon and Offices of JESUS CHRIST. The 
"Fame Hereſies are condemn'd in the Epiſtles of Peter 
and Jude. And if thoſe inſpired Guides applied 
their Labours in defence of thoſe Truths that were 
moſt ſtruck at by Satan and his Miniſters, in their 
Pay; ſuch as ſucceed them in their ordinary Work 
pf Preaching, and tranſmitting uncorrupted to Po- 
ſterity the Doctrines of Faith, ould be ambitious 
of copying after ſo honourable and ſo ſafe a Pat- 


VAIN were it for a Man to guard his Friend 


C Zapainſt the Preparations of a diſtant Enemy, if 
without giving an Alarm he ſaw his next Neigh- 
Ybour meditating a preſent Ruin. To what pur- 
poſe is it to dil 

ligion againſt the Deiſts, if we ſuffer it to be be- 
Itrayed into their hands, or corrupted by others? 
For my own part, I cannot conceive how thoſe 
2 who depart- from the Common Faith of the Reform'd 
Churches, in the Doctrine of the Ever-bleſſed and 
Ondivided Trinity, who oppugn the True Deity of 


ute the Evidences of Revealed Re- 


Our 
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our Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, hi; 
being one God with the Father, of the ſame Ado. 
rable Nature; who regard his Death as an acciden. {BY 
tal Thing, or deny it to be a proper Atonement for . 
Sin, a compleat Satisfaction to divine Jultice ; can IS 
any longer retain a due Eſteem for the Scriptures, 
as given by Inſpiration of God. For theſe Doctrine 

(which 1 willingly own are ſacred Myſteries, above! 
our ſhallow Capacitics to comprehend) are fo fully e: 
coatain'd in them, that, taking all the Scripture; . 
relating to them in one View, it is not eaſy to ex., 
preſs any thing with a greater Clearneſs, or a 
greater Emphaſis. And thoſe who have labour'd BR 
on the other ſide of the Queſtion, know by Expc- | 
rience how difficult it is, without a direct Viola. 
tion, to work them to a contrary Senſe by all the!) 
Arts of niceſt Criticiſin, tho join'd with their Novel BY 
and Ambiguous Terms, invented to diſguife their 
Errors, and confound their Readers. We cannot Þ 
therefore conſiſtently maintain the divine Authoriy FS 
of the Scriptures, or ſatisfy thoſe. who reſolve their! 
Faith into them, that we are in earneſt in fo doing, 
unleſs at the ſam@time we do moſt firmly believe] 
and heartily contend for thoſe Truths which are 
fo great and eſlential a Part of them. 


$3 PFAIV ATE Chriſtians are not to look upon | „ 
themſelves as unconcern'd in this Conteſt. They allo Þ 


are to abet the Truth by their Suffrages, and their . 
moſt active Endeavours to preſerve it inviolable. Þ 5 


Aſiniſters and People ought to pour out their una- BY 
nimous Requeſts unto God, that he would eſpouſe 
the Cauſe that is his own; that he would preſerve the 
from falling who have hitherto kept the Faith, confirm 
the Doubtful and Wavering, reclaim thoſe who have By 
wanacred into the Labyrinths of Error, and pre- . 
vent the lameatable Influences, which, without the Þs 
powerful Iaterpoſition of his Grace, the Defechion 
12 4; 7 
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15 ef the preſent Times is like to have on the Rifes 
51, Generation. They ought to have a quick Reſent- 
„ fl ment, and a Mournful Senſe of the 
Fonts offered to our great God and Tit. 2. 13. 


Cal | $ -viour Jeſus Chriſt by Men of proud 


Ain Tad reprobate Minds, who employ their impi- 
bore tl pus Labours to obſcure the Majeſty of his God- 
fun, head; and by thruſting him down into the Rank 
a pf Inferior Being, not only arraign the Divinity of 


© is Perſon, but annul the Authority and Efficacy of 
0 e. ' is Do@rine, I beheld the Tranſgreſſors, ; 


Hey r, as ſome render it, the Prevarica- Pla. 119.158. * 
Eure. 10 and was grieved becauſe they kept 
AN got thy Oracles. This is a Frame of Spirit that well 
1] the | Necomes the Genius of the Goſpel, which takes 
Now a) the hard and ſtony Heart. Nor was there 
r Per greater Reaſon to exerciſe it than now: 
anno! he Apoſtacy of our Times is ſo notorious, that 
rity | j needs no aggravating Colours to render It la- 
their BY Pentable, but the bare View of that Scene which 
ioins Wnavoidably preſents it ſelf to our Obſervation, | 
ern BY - belongs particularly to the People, not only 
| 2 d edify every Man his Neighbour, and exhort one 
L other to ſtand faſt in the Lord; but it is their 
ol Wtcreſt and Duty to ſtrengthen the Hands of their 
J 7 Vouiſters, to encourage their Labours, to pray for 
pen em, and prompt them to rake heed 
olable BY the Miniſtry, which they have re- Col. 4. 17. 
© a... ed in the Lord; that Religion 
Fouls Way not ſuffer thro their Fearfulneſs, ladifferency, 
SO „ Fcec Thus they become owte- 


Fellow - Labourers, or Fellow- z Joh. ver. 8. 


e 10 oye 
ire pers to the Truth ; and partake in 


d pre- 

but the . | | 
eſe 42 or L | | | | 
me” 4 LT 
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ence and Confirmation of the Goſ= Phil. I, 7. 
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IT greatly concerns them to watch againſt thy 
cunning Artifices of thoſe who lie in wait to deceinÞ SY 1 
and to keep at a diſtance from them, when there ij? THE 
danger of receiving Impreſſions from their artful lu it ; 

| ſinuations. The Apoſtle's Directioni] F gh 
2 Joh. ver. 10. ſtri& and peremptory; there come a par 

unt o you, and bring not this Doctrine, (tie] Jet 
Doctrine of Chriſt) receive him not into your Hou 4 
neither bid him God-ſpeed. We muſt not encourag 4 ;, 
his Errors, leſt we partake in his Guilt. This, 4 
neither Ul- nature, nor Perſecution, but a neceſſinÞ 3 
and prudent Care of a Man's own Preſervatinh #F 
Good Principles, as well as good Manners, may!“ — 
corrupted. As no Virtue is ſo eſtabliſh*d, but“ 
may be in danger of being ſupplanted by ſtrog, ye: 
and violent Temptations to its contrary, if not p Nor 
ſently reſiſted with a reſoly'd Tendency of Soul; 
ſo the Faith of a Chriſtian may be endanger' d upon « 


* 
has 


, f . | i #ween 
an unguarded Communication with crafty DF # make 
ceivers. in thi 
* | 5 | 8 ther, 

THE Apoſtle gives not this Caution with, . 


ſpe& to all who may differ from us in Matters dg . ,, 
Opinion, but he expreſly telleth who are thus to H he is ( 
diſcountenanc'd ; viz. Thoſe who aid be ow: 

Ver. 7, 8. not in the Doctrine of Chriſt, or wil 0 
. deny that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Flip 4 8 2 
that is, as he explains it in his Goſpel, who dei chcir 2 
that the WORD, or Logos, who was God fron the /: 
Everlaſting, by whom all Made Things [all Thin f 4 4 
that had an Original or Beginning] were made, wf 
is the Creator of all Creatures, was made Fleſh, becauſ ven n 
Man, like unto us in all Things, Sin only excepted 
or aſſum'd, dwelt in, and was inwardly united ug 
to the human Nature; by virtue of which Union 
God and Man were truly one Perſon. He that deniei 
this, abideth not in the Doctrine of Chriſt, but is a D. 
111k B 
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ceiver; and if he attempts to ſeduce you, you muſt 


 F% have nothing to do with him. 
ſt the! 4 | 
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IF this receiving into the Houſe relates to Chrif- 
tian Communion, Which is the Opinion of Grotzus, 
it is plain we can have no ſuch Fellowſhip with any 
who openly deny what we believe to be an Eſſential 
Part of the Chriſtian Faith. Mr. A hiſton, in his late 
Letter to Dr. Humphreys, declares, “ That he is 
« far from the Ebionite or Socinian Doctrine, that 
«K in bis own private Opinion he is no way ſatisfied, 
& ſo much as to Baptize any that openly profeſs it. *xꝰ 


* 


2 5 5 . : 4 1 . 


* Iconfeſs I was ſurprized at the reading of this Paſſage; for I ve- 
rily thought that the Arian and Socinian Schemes were near a-kin, 


Vor do I ſee any thing in Mr. Whiſton's Articles and Catalogue of 

Fundamentals, t make me alter that Opinion: I doubt not but 
upon a nice Compariſon it will appear that the greateſt Difference be- 

teen them conſiſts in this, That the Socinians (abſit Blaſphemia !) 
ty DFR make Chriſt to be a younger God than the Arians do. Both agree 
in this, That he js truly God and Lord by the Appointment of the Fa- 
ber, as having received from him a ſupereminent Dominion: That 
vith rol be is far above all ſubordinate Creatures, and peculiarly Near and 
tters 0 3 be an eternal neceſſary Being, or a Being without Beginning; or that 
8 to 2 | 
ho abiag © 
or wil T 
ve F 
ho dei 
5d fron 1 
Thing 
de, WI LENT Mp 
7 nate Creatures, or about 17009 Years ago, it # not, I think, 
becaft LS very material; fince both agree that He i an Arbitrary Pioduction, 
$ deriving his Eſſence from the Will of the Father, as from the ſupreme 
Cauſe. At leaſt, the Difference is not ſo fundamental, as to cauſe 
4 Breach of Communion between Brethren, *© w appear to agree 


Dear to the ſupreme God the Father. And neither will allow him to 


he is God abſolutely ſupreme over all. And both equally contend that 
he owes his Being and Divinity ¶ that is, as they explain it, his Au- 
thority ) to the mere Will and Power of the Father; that he is 
every way inferior and ſubordinate to Him; a derivative Dependent 
Being, wh) has nothing but what he received, They alſo agree in 
their Notions about Inferior Worſhip, as due unto him; and have much 


the ſame Sentiments concerning the End and Efficacy of his Death 


and Mediation. And as for the Difference of Age or Duration, whes 
ther he was created or begotten before all (other) ſuhordi- 


in the Main, tho they may not chuſe to expreſs themſelves in the 
« ſame Terms ;"* eſpecially ſince it may be eaſily adjuſted, and both 
F Parties 
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If this be the Opinion of his Party, they can never 
expect that Thoſe who believe our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
to be one God with the Father, the Supreme, Eternal, 
Infinite God, and who utterly deteſt the Notion of! 
his being a Made or a Creafed God, or even of his be. 
ing begotten before all Ages by the Arbitrary Will 
and Power of the Father, (which kind of Genera. 
tion differs not formally from a proper Creation) as 
that is oppoſed to his being eternally begotten off 
the Father by abſolute Neceſſity of Nature; can with Þ * 
*2 good Conſcience hold Chriſtian Communion with 
Them who openly deny him to be one God with the . 
Father, who aſcribe to him but a delegated Inferior Þ ? 
Divinity, and refuſe to acknowledge Him as the | 7? 
ſupreme ultimate Object of divine Worſhip; or | ? 
that Thoſe who worſhip Him, becauſe they believe |? 
him to be one God with the Father, the ſame in all | —Jiſti 
Divine Perfections of Power, Glory, &c. can with | % 
Judgment join in the Solemn Offices of Religion 
with Thoſe who profeſs to worſhip him by proper | Tui 
Adoration, and yet at the ſame time deny him to be | 
God in the higheſt, ſtrict, and moſt proper Senſe, | ? 


AND truly it is hard to conceive what Reli- | 1} 
gious Motives Can induce Thoſe who are fond of this | 1 
Gentleman's, or Dr. Clark's Scheme, ſo much as to | þ 
allow of Communion with thoſe Churches and | 
Chriſtians who adhere to the Catholic Faith, con- 


n ——_— 


Parties perfectly reconciled, by declaring themſelves in the Words Þ 7 
of Revelation only, without an Over-fondneſs for their Senſe and Þ 7; 
Meaning, left by inſiſting on the Mind and Will of God in his Word, 
the Foundations of Chriſtian Communion be too much ſtraiten'd ! But 
what a vile Abuſe of Words this is, what a horrid Impoſition upon 
the Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind, 1 leave to the Conſideration of 
every judicious Chriſtian, who is not willing to renounce both his Bible 
and his Underſtanding, and ſuffer himſelf to be led he knows not 
whither by a mere Sound of Words, without regarding what is ſ1gni- 
fied or intended by them. WEE, . 
cer ning 


er 
cerning the Doctrine of the Trinity! They re- 
gard Jeſus Chriſt as an Inferior God, and of a Na- 
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5 
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ture diverſe from the ſupreme God the Father, (as 


they chuſe to expreſs themſelves:) Tho if we con- 
* ſider the Term SUPREME, as abſtracted from 
the Creatures, it is purely Pagan in its Original, 
and ought to have no place in the Chriſtian Theo- 
of 


1 
3 
43 
79 
7 
5 


logy, as applied to the Divine Perſons in the Ever- 


ith Þ'2 bleſſed Trinity, among whom there is neither Su- 
vith Þ? 
the ö : 


5 
2 


preme nor Subordinate. The Heathens had a Plura- 
lity of Gods, over whom they acknowledged one 


Supreme; to whom the reſt, tho they aſcrib'd a Di- 
the 
or But we know there is but one God; and when in 
Scripture he is ſtiled The Moſt High, it is not in 
1 all FE 


With 


vinity to them, were but Servants or Miniſters. 


diſtincion from any other True God or Gods, who 
are not Moſt High; but that deſcriptive Character, 
Jo far as it has any thing veſpective in it, diſt in- 
guiſnes him only from the Creatures or Falſe Gods; 
from whom he is equally di/f;ngziſh'4 by all the 
"Eſſential Properties of his Nature, as Eternity, Om- 
viſcience, Omnipotence, &c. But to call the Father 
the Supreme God in contradiſtintion to any ether 
Pho is Truly God, but not Supreme, is the very Po- 
htheiſm of the Heathens; to be had in Abhorrence 
pft all true Chriſtians, who are taught to acknow- 
edge but One, only Living, and True God. To 
* Feturn: They, I ſay, viz. the Followers of Dr. 


Words 
nſe and 
s Word, 
d ! But 
jon upon 
ation Of 
his Bible 
ows not 


is ſigni- 


er ning 


Fart, regard Jeſus Chriſt as an Inferior God, of 
Nature diverſe from the Father; we adore and 
PForſhip him as one God with the Father, abſo- 
"Wtely Supreme over all: How then can we poſſibly 
WK Unanimous in the ſame Religious Offices, who dif- 
Er ſo widely as to the very Object of Worſhip ? 
Ibe Thing is impoſſible ! 


4 AND therefore it is amazing to conſider any 
Hans ſhould be contrived on either fide towards 
1 ſuch 


"3 
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ſuch an Heterogeneous Mixture, as can never take 


place but upon the Ruins even of common SI N- 
CERITY! 


BUT ſo it is: If Chriſtian Churches will not ad- 
mit of a Promiſcuous Communion with all who 
pretend a Reverence for the Scriptures, whatever 


Errors they hold inconſiſtent with the Faith; They Þ 7 
muſt be content to bear their Reproach, and be 
mark'd out as Inquiſitors, and Invaders of the Right: | * 
of Mankind. But their Conſolation is, this very Þ 7 
 Reproach is an invaluable Treaſure, the World can“ 
not rob them of. If ye be reproach'd | * 


1 Pet. 4. 14. for the Name of CHRIST), bhapyy 


Xs are ye; for the Spirit of Glory and of God ö L 
reſteth upon you: On their Part he is evil ſpoken ,, 


but on your Part he is glorified, 


THE great Characters of our Religion are Tru) | 


and Love : Theſe can never accord with Perſecu- 
tion or Prevarication, with a Forcible Impoſition up- 


on Mens Conſciences, or a Fraudulent Impoſition up- 1 
on their Vnderſtandings: And the ſtricteſt Regards 


to Truth are conſiſtent with that Benevolent Love 


We owe our Fellow-Creatures, or Fellow- Citizens“ 
whatever Perſuaſion they are of. A Turk or Je 
has as natural a Right to the Freedom of bi} 
Perſon, and the Enjoyment of his Eftate, as], 


e 


Chriſtian; an Arian or Socinian as the moſt Orth 
dox. But if either of the latter ſhould pretend u, 
the Offices or Privileges that relate to Spiritulf 2 
Communion in a Church, the Members where 2 

1 think themſelves obliged in ConſcieneÞ 2 
John s. 23, to honour the Son, even as they honor, 


the Father; with the ſame Divine War: 


ſhip, the ſame Reſignation of their Underſtandinzf 
Wills, and Affections, to his Supreme Authori)f 2 
and the fame Truſt and Confidence in his Mercy, 
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and that becauſe they believe Him to be One God 
with the Father: In ſuch a Caſe it would be no In- 
juſtice, no Invaſion of any Rights that either could 
claim, to debar or exclude Them from ſuch Offices 
or Privileges. On the contrary, it would be the 
greateſt Impoſition in the World, a Perſecution of 
the worſt fort, to oblige ſuch Churches to admit 
or continue in their Communion Thoſe who main- 
tain what they take to be a dangerous Error, or 
deny what they believe a Fundamental Truth; or 
who upon a Suſpicion that they do ſo, refuſe to give 
a reaſonable Satisfaction. But we have plain Rules 
in the Goſpel to govern us in all Caſes of this 
nature: Rules that are ſpirited with the Autho- 
rity of God, and may be practis'd without the leaſt 
Encroachment upon the Civil or Religious Liberties 


II is the Glory of a Chriſtian People to ſtand by 
thoſe Laws which direct em how they 
ought to behave themſelves in the Houſe 
of God, which is the Church of the liv- 
ing God, the Pillar and Ground of Truth; which com- 
mand them ro mark thoſe that cauſe | 
Diviſions and OFFENCES, con- Rom. 16.17. 
trary to the ſound Doctrine which they 
have received, and avoid them: And to withdraw from 
thoſe arrogant and haughty Spirits, (for ſuch the A- 
poſtle calls them) who foment Error ia the Church, 
and conſent not to wholeſome Words, 
even the Words of our Lord Jeſus 1 Tim. 6. 3, 4, 5. 
Chriſt, and the Doctrine which is ac- 
cording to Godlineſs, For, without 
Controverſy, great is the Myſtery of Ch. 3.16. 
Godlineſs ;, God was manifeſted in the | 
Fleſh, &c. To break in upon thoſe ſacred Orders, 
is to invade the Authority of Chriſt, and violate the 
Liberties of his People. 108 
„ 


1 Tim. 3. 15. | 
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T O conclude this Head. It is acknowledg'd on 
all hands, “That there are Errors in Doctrine, of ſuch 
« A nature, as will not only warrant, but oblige 
« Chriſtians to withdraw from the Communion of thoſe 
„„ ho ma "tain or hold them: And that the People have 


A 


« they are ſo maintain d, &c.“ Tho ſome ſeem very 
unwilling they ſhould purſue this their undoubted 
Right, and would particularly guard againſt their 


applying it to the preſent Differences concerning the 


Doctrine of the Trinity, and the Divinity of our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt. But if a Dependent Inferior God, 
who exiſts not by Neceſſity of Nature, who might 
not bave been, who was produced by the mere W.1 
and Power of another, and may by the ſame Power 
be annihilated, (and ſuch a GOD even the new- 
modell'd Arianiſm makes our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
be) if ſuch a God, I ſay, be no other than an Idol of 
Jealouſy, ſet up in oppoſition to the One only True 
God, Father, Son, and Spirit; and if any Divine 
Worſhip paid to him, is no other than Idolatry, 4 
worſhipping the Creature, beſides the Creator; if thoſe 
who adhere to the common Faith of the Reformed 
Churches, cannot think otherwiſe : it neceffarily 
follows, according to the Principle abovemention'd, 
That there can be no Spiritual Communion between 
them and thoſe who are for impoſing upon Chriſtians 
ſuch an Inferior Deity, as the Object of their Faith 
and Worſhip, or who openly deny our Lord Feſus 
Chuyriſt to be One God with the Father. 
2 Cor.6. What Communion hath Light with Dark- 
nes? and what Concord hath Chriſt with 

Belial ? or what Agreement hath the Temple of God 


with Idols? To withdraw from thoſe who ſo groſly 


corrupt the Doctrine of Chriſt, in an Article of this 
Importance, is not to impoſe our Opinions upon 
them, but to brevent their impoſing their Errors 


upon 


& a Kight to judge, what thoſe Errors are, and when | ' 
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upon us; and TO CONTEND FOR THE 
FAITH, by ſtanding faſt in that Li- 

berty wherewith CHRIS T hath made Gal. 5. 1. 
free: Uſing our LIBERTY nes- 

ther as aCloak of Maliciouſneſs, nor as a Pander to 
2 HERESIES, but as the Servants of G 0 D. 


1 T only remains, 


IV. FOURTHLY, That I propoſe ſome u- 
ſtruct ions and Directions, that may be of Vſe to Chriſ- 
tians towards a regular and ſucceſsful conrending for 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints. And, 


I. IT is obvious to every one's Reaſon, that thoſe 
who contend for the Faith, ſhould themſelves moſt 
* Þ firmly believe the Principles they contend for, and 


be able to account for the Grounds of their Perſuaſion. 
Faith is a Divine Light, that improves the Under- 


ſtanding with a ſpiritual Perception of things above 


the Diſcoveries of Human Reaſon. ' J 


nom, ſaith the Apoſtle, whom I have 2 Tim. I. 12. 
believed; my Faith is not a blind O- 


pinion, an extravagant Fancy, or a groundleſs Con- 


ceit; I know whom I have believed, and upon what 


* Reaſon and Evidence. And in the Parable of the 
' Dower, he who receiveth the Seed into good Ground, is 
be that heareth the Word, and underſtandeth it. He 
krxerciſeth his Reaſon about it, and endeavours to 
dliſcern the Meaning and Evidence thereof. 


BUI here a Fallacy is to be guarded againſt, 
pi. That we muſt not make our own Underſtand- 
 Þgs or Reaſonings, the Standard of our Faith, We 
gte often put in mind, by ſome ſort of Men,“ That 
our Religion is a Reaſonable Religion; chat that 
F Belief of the Articles of our Creed, which will 
be acceptable to God, is a Rational n 
_ - As « that 
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et that it cannot be our Duty to believe Contra- 
& ditions; and that we muſt make uſe of our Rea- 
« ſon, in judging about Articles of Faith, &<c.” 
What wonderful Diſcoveries are here! Who ſay not re 
the fame things? But we ſay farther : That tho | ; ¹ 
we readily own our Religion is a Reaſonable Religion, I Ptace 
yet it is not founded upon the Principles of Human ref © 
Reaſon, but is Supernatural in its Diſcovery. And! {ow 
tho it contains nothing contradittory, or abſolutely Þ? aha 
unintelligible, yet it conſiſts of many ſublime Myſte- Þ 7 wy 
ries, that are above our ſhallow Comprehenſion, Þ » 
and which in this imperfe& State we know but in] Fre bt 
part. Theſe Divine Myſteries are in themſelves Þ Þ 

moſt perfect Objects of Knowledge; and we are ; q 
capable, by the Aſſiſtance of the Bleſſed Spirit, of]“ nb 


knowing them truly, and exercifing our Thoughts | F K 
about them, tho we cannot adequately know or | 4 555 | 
comprehend them. It is alſo true, that Faith which! wi 
God requires of us, is a Rational Perſuaſion. But | 4 
in what reſpeRs? Not as it is the effect of our own | ak 
Ratiocinations, or to be govern'd by them, but as it 5 29 75 
is founded on the Word of God. We cannot give | wr 
our Conſent to confound Articles of Faith, that ate Feng 


to be believed on the Authority and Veracity of? 25 
God, and Objects of Science, that fall under the Diſ. I' 8 
quiſition of our own Faculties, or human Obſerva- | 
tions: and therefore we cannot confound Faith and“ 
Reaſon ſo as to place no ſpecifical difference between Þ i 
them. And tho we freely own, that our Reaſon is | 
not uſeleſs in judging about Articles of Faith, (that 
is, in diſcerning the Evidence of a Divine Revel- ! 
tion, what Propoſitions are contain'd in it, aud inÞ $ 
diſtinguiſhing things of a Divine Original from what! 
are ſpurious and counterfeit) yet we dare not u 
ſuch a ſtre/s upon it, as to make it the Sovereign 
Fudge of Supernatural Verities: But when a Do-! 
trine appears to be from God, we judge it our DutjÞ 
| | 8 — 2 1017 
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q acquieſce in it, without pretending to 4 curious 


„E eplligarion of things above our meaſure. So that 
tho wecannot comprehend the Ayſteries of our Re- 
not 1 igion, We Can give a very juſt Account why we em- 
tho pbrace them, as worthy of all Acceptation; and our Be- 


% per of them is a Rational Perſuaſion, as it is founded 
W. pon a Declaration of God, who is infinite in Know- 
edge; who cannot poſſibly deceive us, and whoſe 
Ele Word is a more infallible Ground of Certainty, 
e- than all the Maxims upon which human Sciences 
Are built. 1. | 8 | 
vc FS BUT there is ſomething ſtrange, I had almoſt 
ale. aid myſterious, in the Complexion of thoſe among 
ps, who are for Levelling all Articles of Faith to their 
Don Capicities: They will not believe, e. g. that 
pere are three Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead, of 
Ie Subſtance, Power, and Eternity, becauſe they look 
Pposa it as an Impoſition upon human Nature, to be 
ona Þbliged' to believe a Doctrine ſo far above their 
{ Fommon Notions; and yet with reſpect to this very 
Poctrine, they embrace Theories that are more un- 
Fonceivable. Such is the Abſurdity of a Dependant 
* od, who neither was made out of Nothing, nor is 
e Self-exiftent Subſtance ;, but a middle Nature be- 
| Fween' created and wncreated ! who is not evo 
Fternal, and yet always was who is indeed NayTod'y- 
"| $:40-, Omnipotent, or may be fo called, but is not 
CP ovrougs e, Supreme over all! Who is God over all, 
Pleſſed for ever, and yet a Precarious Inferior Being, 
much depending upon the Supreme Cauſe, as 
hoſe vain Men who form to themſelves ſuch a Chi- 
Perical Divinity, &c! Are thele very intelligible 
| Kotions? How eaſy were it here to retort the 
ver" "ETharge of Nonſenſe and Contradiction, witn which 
1 Do Pilkeſe Men ſo often defame the Truths of God? But 
r Dur] ine Subject is too ſolemn, and ſtrikes rather with 
* I © Horror 


50 An Advice to, Chriſtians, N 
Horror and, Indignation than any other. fene 


We may juſtly ſay, there is a Myſtery of Iniquity n 


7 | with“ 
the preſent, Defection from the Myſtery of God. bog 
neſs. right 


II. IF we would contend for the Faith, it is nece. Pe che 
ſary we put a due Valuation upon the Principles e m. 
| contend for. You may obſerve, in o Fordin 
Jude, ver. 4 Context, a Connexion between the com! 
mon Salvation, and the Faith once deliver i % 
to the Saints. So that ſome Doctrines are to be con. Fa! 
tended for, not only as True, but as Eſſential to the 
Chriſtian Hope. We may meet with ſome who vi! 
tell us, that they believe the Doctrine of the Trinity, III. 
and the Divinity of our Lord ] E SU S CHRIST Wir 
as we do. But then they let us kaow that, the] he 2 
look upon the Difference between us, and thoſe wh hem, 
believe otherwiſe, to be rather Notional than of an} i ſho 
great Importance: That Men may be very gol, 


D 
— 


Chriſtians, and challenge all the Privileges of Chr H NA 
ſtian Communion with us, tho they do not belief 8 „ 


for iuſtance, that Jeſus CHRIST, the Word, d S ,, , 
Lager is one God with the Father, the True, Err} mou 
nal, and Supreme God, and refuſe to worſhip Him a Abuſe 
ſuch : That if Men will own the Scriptures for the Acribe 
Rule of Faith, and govern their Manners by tles e P. 
Moral Precepts of the Goſpel ; their Sentiments 2 Icred 
bout the DOCTRINE of the TRINITY, Who | 
the Perſon of Chriſt, the Deſign and Efficacy of bx Fuat 
Death, and the like, enter not into the Eſſence oi, 
Religion. But ſuch Principles are as dangerous to tief rey 
Faith, as the moſt undiſguiſed Oppoſition, and of it an 
more malignant Influence upon others. There ö mak 
not a more effectual way to ruin any Cauſe, than ui the So 
| betraying it. Chriſtians will be upon their guards, 
gaialt thoſe who openly deny the Faith; but ever? 
one 1s not ſo eaſily aware of the Poiſon that oy ue 


5 


ment 


ity iu with Things indifferent, the Tranſition is eaſy and 


Wunder theſe New Notions of 


5 
by 
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Hieles of Faith are put into the ſame Catalogue 


natural, from that deteſtable [adifference to down-— 


Fight Jofideliry. Beware therefore of this (latent) 


n our 


invert 
e col. 
to the! 


10 Mil! 


rinih f 
18 i 
t the) 
e who 


hellere 


Ferre, It is not enough that we believe the Truths 


nece- pf the Chriſtian Revelation, but we muſt put a due 


en We - 


Zſtimate upon the Doctriues of Chriſtianity, ac- 


ouEFording to their Importance: without this we ſhall be 
con. zn open Prey to every cunning Seducer, and by de- 
Frees brought to ſuch a Neutrality in Matters of 


Faith, that we ſhall regard no difference between 


; ruth and Error. 


Ill. BEWARE of being led away by the Sound 
Nord,, without attending to their true Senſe, and 


ihne Reſpefs they may bear in the Application of 


f dem, to very different Objects. Nothing (as Bi- 
OI am, 


good, 


op Stilling fleet obferves ) hath been a more fruit- 
ful Mother of Errors, than when under the SAME 
NAME, ſomething far different from what was pri- 
3 marily intended by the uſe of the Word, is ſet forth 
t u. And the Biſhop of Bangor begins his late 


 Bmous Sermon, with the like Obſervation of the 
| Bbuſe of certain Words and Sounds; which he 
cribes to the Ignorance and Weakneſs of ſome, and 
e Paſſions and bad De ſigns of others. The moſt 
'F cred Name of GOD has not eſcap'd this Abuſe. 


Who would ſaſpe& their Orthodoxy, who declare, 


| a hat they believe the Doctrine of the Jriniry, and 
Me proper Divinity of our Lord Jeſus CHRIS T, 


revealed in the Holy Scriptures? Yer there is 


pt an Arian or Socinian in the World, but will free» 


make that Declaration! whilſt in the mean time, 
e Socinian diſclaims Arianiſm, and the Arian diſ- 


| * Tren, Part 2. ch. 6. Edit. 2. p. 237. 
2 1 


OWNS 
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owns S$ocinianiſm. Yea farther, they will pronounce ; inf 


Him to be truly and properly God, whom with the 
ſame Breath they reduce to a Non-Entity ! 


. BUT CHARITY is the charming Sound. This 
in Scripture ſignifies the Love of God, and of owr 
Neighbour: But if we were to take our Notion f 
Charity, from a very common Abuſe of that Mord, 
we ſhould define it to be an Unconcernedneſs for tie 
Truths of Religion, Far be it from me to ſuggeſt Þ Þ 
any thing diminutive of that noble and heavenly Þ * 
Grace, which is the Bond of Perfection. Bat I know Þ * 
no Charity that is ſeparated from a ſacred inviolable Þ 7 
Regard to the Glory of GOD, his Ways, his Truth, ! 
And tho I very much diſlike that Narrowneſs of Spi. 
rit by which ſome are too apt to damn all that ace? 
not of their Opinion; I can by no means approve Þ # 
of that falſe Catholiciſm, which inclines others to 
ſacrifice the main and diſtinguiſhing Doctrines oi, 
Chriſtianity, to an Over-complaiſance to Men of alf 
Per ſuaſions in Religion. God will ht 
all Men to be ſaved, | Men of all Rang] 
and Conditions] and.to come unto th 
Knowledge of the Truth. But whether he wills tie 
Salvation of any without that Knowledge, who cu“ 
affirm? And as for thoſe who hear the Goſpel, th:Þ = 
7 Caſe is plain: He that believeth not, iÞ 7 
condemn'd, becauſe he bath not helicvlÞ © 


1 Tim, 2. 4. 


Joh. 3. 18. 


7 


in the Name of the only-begotten Son © 
God. And, He that believeth not tir © 
Son, (ball not ſee Life, but the Wrath 
God abideth on him. It is not left free to them wir-Þ 7 
ther they will believe, or what they will believe; bu? 
they are determin'd as to both, by the expreſs De- 
clarations of Him, whoſe Will commands a pre! 
* ſent Obedience. And the Evidences he hath give 
of the Truth and Certainty of the Chriſtian Dodtriv*Þ# 


Ver. ult. 
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to contend for the Faith, ec. 53 
in general, and of the main Articles of the Evange- 
lical Faith in particular, are ſuch as will leave all 
Unbelievers without Excuſe 5 whatever vain Pre- 
tences they make to Sincerity in their Enquiries, or 
want of Evidence in the Doctrines themſelves. 


MEN may boaſt of extenſive Charity, magnify a 
Freedom and Latitude of Opinions, declaim againſt 
Creeds and Confeſſions, as magiſterial Tmpoſitions upon 
Conſcience; and recommend themſelves to the 
World, under the Name of Univerſalifts, Peace- 
makers, and Reconcilers : but theſe are ſwelling Words 
of Vanity, out of the Mouths of thoſe who in the 
mean time forget there is any ſuch Thing as Truth 
to be contended for, And however friendly they may 
ſuppoſe themſelves to be to Mankind, yet in reali- 
ty their Principles are moſt deſt ructive and perni- 
cious, as having a dire& tendency to promote Infi- 
delity, and thereby hazard the Salvation of Mens 
Souls. Nas 4 


LE T us be for Charity in its utmoſt due Extent, 
and as much as in us lieth, as far as is poſſible and 
lawful, follow Peace with all Men; but let us not, un- 
der that Pretence, abandon our Religion, or give 
up any zecerſſury part of Faith, If we will indeed 
ſhew our Charity, let us do it, not by flattering ſome. 
in their Infidelity, or tempting others, by any Con- 
duct of ours, to ſit looſe from the moſt conſiderable. 
Dottrines of the Goſpel; but by declaring freely a- 
gainſt all pernicious Errors, whoever propagate or a- 
bet them; and by endeavouring, im „ 
the Spirit of Mechneſs, to convince thoſe 2 Tim. 2.25, 26. 
that oppoſe themſelves, if God will perad- © 

venture give them Repentance, to the acknowledgment of 
the Truth, that they may recover themſelves out of the 
Snare of the Devil. e R 
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' ISHALL only add, that we muſt not make 
our own Wills the Standard of Charity, no more 
than our Reaſon the Standard of Theological 
Truths. The Word of God is the Rule of Chriſtian 
Charity. It determines its Nature and Objects. It 
1 commands us fo follow Righteouſneſs, 

2 Tim. 2. 22. Faith, Charity, Peace, with them that 
AER call on the Lord out of a pure Heart, It 


_ diſtingviſhes the common Reſpects we owe to one ano- 


ther as Men, from that fervent Love to the Brethren, 


which is the Evidence of a ſpiritual Life. And if 


we ſuffer any Paſſion, under the Name of Charity, 
to break in upon this Rule; if we N Righte- 
ouſneſs and Faith from Charity; if under a ſhew of 


being favourable to all Men, we betray the Truth, 


enervate the Goſpel, and introduce Scepticiſm or In- 
difference into Religion; we impoſe upon ourſelves, 
and the World too, if we call this Charity, which in 
reality is but a vitious Affection. 1 ſhould rather call 


it Cruelty than Charity; becauſe under the colour of 


Good-Nature and Beneficence to others, it nou- 
riſhes the worſt of Errors, and inſenſibly betrays the 
Simple and Unwary, to look upoa them as harmleſs 


things. 


IV. THERE is no contending for the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints without a Fixedneſs of Mind, an 
unſhaken Stedfaſtneſs and Reſolution to adhere to ir, 


_ againſt all Temptations to the contrary. There is 


an Inconſtancy of Spirit, which betrays 


Jam. 1. 6- Men into Error: For he that wavereth 


is like a Wave of the Sea, driven with the 


| Wind, and toſſed; or, as St. Paul expreſſes it, Toſſed 


to and fro, and carried about with ever 


Eph. 4. 14. Wind of Doctrine, by the Sleight of Men, 
and cunning Craftineſs of thoſe who lie in 


Wait 


to contend: for the Faith, c. 55 


wait to deceive. For this Reaſon, there is nothing 
more frequently, recommended to us than a Sted- 


faſtneſ: of Faith in Chriſt, a being rooted, and 
built up, and ftabliſhed in the Faith, as we HAVE, 
BEEN TAUGHT; in oppoſition to New Doc- 
trines, and the vain Deceits of a Falſe Philoſophy, 
thoſe Tools of Impoſture, that dazle the Eyes of 
the Ignorant and Unſtable. It is not neceſſary that 
every. Chriſtian be able to detect the Sophiſtry, and 
anſwer all the ſubtile Reaſonings of tho e who op- 5 


N 1 poſe the Goſpel : It is an undoubted Principle with 


a Believer, Let God be true, and every Man a Lyar. 
But without the Firmneſs of a well-aſ- 

ſured Mind, there is no ſtanding againſt Gal. 3. 1. 
the * Magick of Error, eſpecially when © 
ſet off with bold Pretences to Reaſon and Knowledge, 


the conſtant Gui/e of Hereticks. 


A FLUCTUATING Diſpoſition is eaſily. capti- 
vated by ſurprizing Novelties, that have a Shew 
of Wiſdom, And when this Humour takes, when 
Men are poſſeſſed with a Spirit of Giddineſs, they 
are never eaſy but when they are changing their 
Principles, and ſhifting from one fide of a Queſtion 
to the other: They look upon it as Mean and Ab- 


jet to pay any Regard to Doftrines that have been 
generally accounted the Standard of Orthodoxy,” hom 
long or univerſally ſoever they may have been received; 
I may add, tho back'd with the cleareſt Evidence 
of Scripture. This would be an unreaſonable Re- 


ſtraint! Their Thoughts are their own! They are 


2 reſolved to aſſert a Boundleſs Liberty! Thus inur- 
ing themſelves to a Looſeneſs of Thought, they 
come at laſt to queſtion which be the firſt Principles 
„ the Oracles of God: They diſcard the Primitive 
Daoctrines, as too common for Men of refined Under- 
ſtaadings: Their New Notions cannot pleaſe them 


long; 


22 
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long; even The/e become burdenſome when they 
curb the Euxuriant Fancy, and the Affectation of 
Novelty. And where, can Men of this Complexion 
centre but in Scepticifm,, which knows no ſertled 
Principle, and is indifferent to all Perſuaſions ? 


1 þ FREELY grant, it is no good Reaſon why we 
ſhould: “ held faſt an Opinion, merely 3 gene- 
« rally received, aud long entertain de It becomes 
us to be always open to Conviction from Scripture 
or Reaſon. But the Novelty of an Opinion, eſpe- 
cially. in 2farters of Faith, is no Argument in its 
favour, but rather a Prejudice againſt it: Nor 
muſt.we condemn the ſubſtantial Docttiues of Chriſ- 
tianity, becauſe of their . Currency or Antiquity, 
The Faith of the Goſpel has been ſettled long ago: 
The Church has been in poſſeſſion: of that Faith 


from the Beginning; and from the Beginning took I 


the Words of Scripture in a certain determinate 
Senſe, without which there could be no Certainty 
of Faith among Chriſtians. This Faith is hand- 
ed down to us; and we have as clear Proof as 
can be reaſonably inſiſted on, what has been the 
Senſe of the Church, in all Ages, concerning the 
main Articles of Faith, eſpecially thoſe now con- 
troverted; and that before any Doctrines were 
agreed upon by General Councils, or Chriſtianity it 
elf had the Sauction of Human Authority. And 
tho no Chriſtiana ought to ground his Faith on 
any other Teſtimony than that of Scripture, yet 
it ſhould be no ſinall Satisfaction to all good Men, 
that the great Truths they contend for have been 
always held and maint ain'd by the Chriſtian Church. 
This we are ſure of, That the Scriptures contain 
the ſame Doctrines now which they did 1600 Years 
ago; that theſe Dofrines were as well underſtood 
in the earlieſt Ages, as in any ſince; and that what 
9 1 5 . 2 
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is commonly taught in the Reformed Churches, in 
their Confeſſions and Articles, concerning the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and the Perſon of CHRIST, 
is the very ſame with what was believed and taught 
in the Chriſtian Church from the Beginning, tho 
not without Oppoſition from Satan and his Emiſ- 
ſaries. But ſome are given to change, and will bear 
no Controul: They are ready to remove the moſt 
antient Land- Mars: All their Motions are un- 
ſteddy. This Tribe of Seekers, like  _ 

ſilly Women, are ever learning, and ne- 2 Tim. 3. 7, 
vier able to come to the Knowledge of the Z 

Truth. Hence they are carried about with divers 


end ftrange Doctrines, and know not what it is to 


be confirm'd in any Principle but the Notion of 
Free- Thinking, or an unconſcionable Liberty of be- 
lieving as they will. EP: * 


IT is therefore abſolutely neceſſary that we be 


ſed and ſteddy; that we be grounded and 


ſettled in the Faith, and unmov'd from the Col. 1. 23. 


Hope of the Goſpel, which we have heard. | 
This is what the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles wiſh- 
ed for the Coloſſians, That they might at. 
gain to the full Aſſurance of Underſtand- Col. 2. 2. 

gin the Knowledge of the Myſtery of 
God, even of the Father, and of CHRIST. As 
without which, conſidering the Imbecillicy and 
Foelleneſs of Humane Nature, and the Glozing Ar- 
ces of Seducers, they might be in danger of being 
Tarried aſide with enticing Words of worldly Wiſ⸗ 
om. In like manner he expreſſes his vehement 
TLoncern for the C orinthi ans, Leſt by any Means, 
IF” the Serpent beguiled Eve thro his Sub- 
%%, their Minds ſhould be corrupted 2Cor.11. 3,4 
Vom the the Simplicity that . in Chriſt, 


| FR 
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well aſſur'd of the Truth z that our Minds be compo- 


i * 
— 1 ws 6 = 


%, 
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to that degree, as to bear with them who ſhould preach 
Another Jeſus, Another Spirit, and Another Goſpel, 


V. THERE is no holding the Myſtery of the 
Faith but in a pure Conſcience, no contending for it 
without a Converſation becoming the Goſpel. *| is a 
leading Rule, that thoſe who have believed in God, 
and truſt to be ſaved by the Merits of a Redeemer, 
ſhould be careful to maintain good Works. This very 
Faith engages them to keep at the greateſt diſtance 
from Sin, and practiſe univerſal Obedience to the 
Holy Law of God. The Myſteries of our Religion 

| are Myſteries of Godlineſs, deſign'd to enlarge our 
Under ſtandingꝑs, purify and warm our Hearts, ſub- 
= limate our Affections, enliven and extend our 
Hopes, the Springs of Action, and command 4 
correſpondent Life and Practice. They are igno- 
nor ant of theſe Myſteries, who regard them as 
mere Speculations. This is an extreme Error of 
Mind, which renders ſo many indifferent about 
them. But if we view them in that Light in 
which the Goſpel places them, if we excr-Þþ 
ciſe our Faith upon them, we ſhall diſcover {uct 
Beauties and Excellencies in them, as will captivate 
our Underſtandiags, and engage our choiceſt Af, 
fections; whilſt with open Face, beholdinil 
2 Cor. 3. ult. as in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, we ai 
changed into the ſame Image, from Gly 
to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord, 


THE Faith of the Goſpel is ſo far from vac» 
ting the Moral Duties of Religion, that without Fu 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, or practiſe thoſe Dutis 
in a manner agreeable to his Will. The Faith 
requires of us, is an active perſevering Princip: 
of a ſpiritual Life; and living by Faith 1s oppoſel 5 
to Diſobedience. It has the ſame Signihcation 1 * M 
my. | wa / jn Y | 
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| walking by Faith; which, what is it but to order 
: Jour Converſation according to our Faith, or accord- 
Sing to that Evidence ie gives of the Reality and 
Importance of thoſe eternal glorious Things it 
Wis converſant about? They are therefore equally 
W deceived, who imagine there can be any Practice of 
irtue approv'd of God, that is not ſupported and 
Winflucnc'd by a Principle of Faith, (as that implies 
Wa firm Aſſent of Mind to the great Truths of the 
Goſpel, a hearty Approbation of them, and a Fidu- 
cial Regard to the Merits of Chriſt, without which 
oor ME cannot act Faith on him as our Prieft and Sacri- 
ſub. fice z) or who, on the other hand, flatter themſelves 
our that juſt Notions of Religion will avail them in 
the ſight of God, without Obedience to the Moral 
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ok Laus of the Goſpel, Faith and Holineſs are inſe- 
m a8 parably connected by a Moral Efficiency, and a Di- 
or oi! ine Command. All Pretences to Sanctity of Man- 
about! ert, and Probity of Life, without Faith, are vain 
nt in and deceitful; and Faith without Works is dead. 
exc it The Faith of God's Elect, is an Acknow- | 

- mm edgement of the Truth which is after Tit. 1. 1. 
tivat! Goealineſi. And wherever this Truth 


& A. Ws received in its Love and Power, it irradiates 


bold the latellectual Faculties with the Light of the 
we an 


. Gli HRISI'; it ſubdues all predominant Luſts, and 


Pitious Affections; it reſtores the juſt Freedom of 
the Will, that is naturally a Slave to the inferior 
© ai ; 2 Ippetites, a Servant of Corruption; and imparts a 
Divine Senſe and Vigour to the Rational Scul in the 


t Full. - - . | v Par 
5 4 0 orſuix of Heavenly Things; with a juſt Diſdain of 
aith E all baſe Deſires and Practices. Ler us there fore take 


incipk 4 heed leſt there be in any of us an evil Heart of Unbe- 
_ ief, in departing from the Living God or leſt we 
my grace the Faith, and invert the Spring of all our 
„„ Mercies, by turning the Grace of God into an lu- 


i f. | 


Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face of JESUS 
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couragement to Vice. Let none upbraid us with neſt 
an Orthodox Creed, and an Heretical Practice; but and & 
let us ſhew our Faith by our Works, and manifeſt that Bl the 4 
the Grace and Truth we contend for are the Life and of p 
Soul of all True Religion, the moſt powerful I thoſe 
n_ the moſt abiding Principle of an Holy Lite. BW preſe 
Yn ons i 


VI. SEEING our firſt and chiefeſt Regards are 
due to God, let us be conſtant and importunate in 
Prayer, that he would guide us into all 
Pfal. 25, 14. neceſſary Truth: The Secret of the Lord 
is with them that fear him, and he will ſhen 
them his Covenant. We ought particularly to pray 
with great Fervency to the Father of Lights, that he 
would ſtop the Progreſs of Error, and pour forth 
2 a Spirit of Love, and Power, and of a ſound Mind, * 
in oppoſition to that Spirit of Deluſion which is ſo M4 
rampant among us, Thoſe who fall into Error? 
„ deſtructive of the Faith, are ſaid to be from 
2Tim. 2.18. captivated by the Share of the Devil: The of Yi 
 - Jame Apoſtle tells us, Ir 7s the God f ſions 
25. 26. this World that blinds the Minds of then thoſe 
which believe not; fo that the Light of the Goſpel, tio Com 
ever ſo Glorious in itſelf, cannot ſhine into them. He may e 
caſts a Miſt before their Eyes, that renders then notw 
impenetrable to all the Evidences of Truth, H: them 
corrupts their Underſtandings, and perverts their {MY Char: 
Judgments, by ſtrong Deluſions of Pride and Self. My 
Conceit. And the greateſt Judgment God inflid all th 
in this World upon obſtinate Sinners that refuſe to 
acknowledge the Truth, is to leave them to his f. I. 
tal Influences. We have too great reaſoa to appre- unde: 
hend ſuch a Spiritual Deſertion. Would to God, ve dicat 
were all more ſenſible of this, and of the Deſolatin to the 
it threatens to the Churches of Chriſt. We ſhould Appt 
need no other Motive to put us upon the moſt oy Wy bring 


2 N * * 
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neſt wreſtling with God, with all Prayer Eph. 6.18. 
and Supplication, that he would chain up 


that the Adverſary of the Truth, prevent the ſpreading 
e and of perverſe and damnable Doctrines, and diffuſe 
rerful WF thoſe Supernatural Influences which are neceſſary to 
Life. Wl preſerve and reſtore the Purity of Faith, and Power of 


t | Godlineſs. 


I O conclude: Let us, as becomes Chriſtians, ex- 
E preſs in our whole Deportment, a deep Senſe of 
God, an hearty Concern for his Glory, and the Ad- 
vancement of his Kingdom in the World; that the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus may be glorified in us; and 
ue may honour him in every Capacity, who is ex. 
alted above every Name. Let our Practice bear 
EZ witneſs, that tho we think it our indiſpenſible Du- 
ty to declare our Abhorrence of all falſe Dactrines, 
and to contend for the Faith, againſt the Depravers 
Error and Corrupters of our Holy Religion; we are far 
to be from giving the leaſt Countenance to any Methods 

The of Violence, Injuſtice, or Inhumanity, or to any Inva- 


od of ſions of the Natural or Religious Rights even of 


them thoſe with whom we cannot have any Chriſtian 
„ tho Communion: And that with reſpect to others who 
He may differ from us in ſmaller Matters, we are ready, 
then notwithſtanding ſuch Diverſity of Opinion, to treat 
He them with all the Regards of Brotherly Kindneſs and 
their Charity due to thoſe who are Members of the ſame 
Self- ¶ Myſtical Body with our ſelves, and agree with us in 
nflids all the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity. 


lis fa- F TWO Extremes are to be avoided : We muſt not 


ppre- under pretence of aſſerting Liberty of Conſcience, ab- 


d, we dicate, or diſavow any part of the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints; nor give place, by way of Connivance, 


bring us in Bondage unto Error; 30, wot for an 
Hour, 


1-0 
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Approbation, or Subjection, to thoſe who would 


7 
4 
: 
' 
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Hour, that the Truth of't the Goſp! pet may continue with us; 
for that would be to give up the very Liberty ne 
retend to vindicate. On the other hand, we muſt 
carefullyavoid giving up any Branch of Chriſtian Li. 
berth: in our Conteſts for the Faith. And ſince this 
Middle-way may in all probability expoſe us to th: 


Reſentments of thoſe who either are indifferent a5 


to all Principles of Revealed Religion, or for impoſing 
them upon others, by any Methods inconſiſtent wh 
the Peace and Proſperity of Human Societies; it i; 


neceſſary we be armed with Reſolution, and habi- 


tually prepared to deny our ſelves, and take up ow 
Croſs; that we may be valiant for the Truth, deſpiſe 
the Reproach of Libertines, and * unmov'd I the 
mages of en. 5 


2 OW unto Him that i is ule to * us PIT falling, 
and to preſent us faultleſs before the Preſence of hi, 
Glory with exceeding Joy To the only wife God 

gur Saviour, be Glory and Majeſty, re and 
| Power, now . ever. Amen. ke 
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E R. R A T A. 
Page 21. Marginal Note, Line 8. from the Bottom, 2 Father 
read Fathers. P. 26. L. 11. from the Bottom, read I judged !: 


JOE: P. 41. L. 6 read that he 35 ſo N from, &c. 
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